HUNTER ALERT!

During the June 24th PGC Board of Commissioner’s meeting a motion to expand fluorescent orange regulations was passed by the Commissioner’s, 5 to 1.  These proposed fluorescent orange regulations will be voted for final rule making at the October 7 Commissioner meeting. 

For Fall turkey hunting, the proposed change would be 250 square inches of fluorescent orange to be worn at all times while hunting for turkeys.  The present regulation reads that for those areas that allow shotgun and archery only, you have to wear 100 square inches of orange and that can be a hat or a safety band while moving and when stationary no orange is required.  The rest of the areas that allow rifles along with the shotguns and bows required 250 square inches of orange while moving and when stationary you had to display 100 square inches within 15 feet.  

For spring turkey hunting the new proposal reads to move about or relocate you must wear a hat of SOLID fluorescent orange. This change now makes orange safety bands, camo orange hats, or even an orange hat with a logo or advertising on it illegal!  

The PA Chapter NWTF has gone on record as saying we cannot and will not support additional orange requirements for turkey hunting.

Pennsylvania is the only state that requires turkey hunters to wear or display orange in the spring and one of only a handful with such requirements for fall hunting.

Current requirements for the use of orange are more than sufficient.  If the goal of this proposal is to promote simplicity and uniformity in orange regulations, we would request that the Commissioner’s reduce required amount of orange for fall turkey hunting to 100 square inches while the hunter is moving, or eliminate the requirement entirely for both seasons.

“If you are a licensed hunter in the state of Pennsylvania and want to see the orange requirement stay the same or reduced we encourage you to show your support by signing this petition!”

Complete Petitions Entirely and Return them by no later than September 25, 2003                                                             

Ray Smith, P.O.Box 46, Linden, Pa. 17744
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