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An important reminder to all intcrestcd p€nrons:
The Executive Meetine will bc held Saturday, January 5,2002 from 9:00 t.m. - I l:00 a.m.

at the R¡mada Inn in Altoona.

The Board Meeting will be held Sunda/, January 6,2002 at 9:00 e.m. Rt the Rnmadn Inn iu
Altoona.

PENNSYLVANIA CHAF'TER NW'TF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETTNG

S.B. ELLIOTT PARK, I)ISTRICT,
DrsrRrcr e oFFrcES+J\å?iHlil?- srArE FoREST

The meeting was called to order by Board Chairman, Don O'Brien at 9:35 a.m. There rvas a mornent ol
silent prayer to remembcr those of the disaster of 9/l l/01.

Oflìcer reports: President Carl Mowry presented a writtert report of his activities.

Secrelary's Report by Bill Mackereth. A motion to accept the secrctary's report as corrected

was made by Don Shawkey and seconded by Ji4 P¡rnaro. Motion passed.

30, 2001. Reporting a starting balance of S1,213.62, income of $39,959.96, expenses of
529,385.79, leaving an ending balance of $l I ,787.79 showing a net gain of $10,574.17. Howa¡d

Myers previous checking account is now closed and thr: accountant prepared a fiscal year closing

report. Jim is changing to a CPA firm that is closer to krim for the next quarter. The new

operating budget for 2001-2002 is $82,000. A motion to accept the treasurer's report was

made by Dennis Strawbridgc, seconded by Gary Beatty and rnotion carrietl.

Vice President Don Shawkey had a written report of his activities.



*.Chairr¡lan Don O'Brien had a written report of his activities. Ron Sandrus has given Don his
verbal resignation. The Nominating Comminee has a nominee and we have a complete slate of
officers without needing to publish a ballot in Turkey Talk. The secretary will cast a.unanimous

vote.

SENIOR REGIONAL SLJPERVISOR Jerry Zimmerman reported membership as of July -
'August issue of Turkey Talk (or Call) stands at 20,580 and we are 200 members behind
Wisconsin and in third place. There are 7,885 Jakes and 1,431 in the Women in The Outdoors

and the balance of the membership is adult members. Right now we have 7l chapters in
Pennsylvania. We are hoping between Larry and I to have 3 or 4 new chapters this year. It is
getting harder and ha¡der to find areas to put new chapters. rrty'e are looking wherever is feasible

to do without affecting existing chapters. We are stilldeficit spending in Super Fund. When we

set the budget for this ycar,'I was told that we had about a $75,000 cushion in 2000 - 2001 when

in reality that didn't exist, so that is the reason we are in the red right now. We have 8 banquets

left to go and we will probably go into 2002 in the red. We just have to be very mindful of the

budget for all the categories for nêxt year. When we do the habitat meeting in February we can't
go over the amount we allotted, and we need to decide how much we are going to spend for
spring and how much to save for fall. We have a Ned Smith print for all the banquets next year.

Once again we will have the print called Spur Mountain print and we also have the print from
Dwayne Blakesley. We will have2 prints for each banquet next year. We need $60 frame,mount

and ship each print. We have the new CORE booklets and I have one with me. Back in June, I
mentioned the Ned Smith Center'for Natr¡re in Aru havinga raffle on a flintlock and we agreed

to do 100 tickets which a¡e available today from Jerry. Tickês a¡e S10.00 each and whoever can

take tickets and brochures may do so. Wheelin' Sportsmen made the commitment to do the

$5,000 which will come out sometime next year, most likely iå June. We are þoing to help this
thing get aju¡np start. We are going to try to infuse some of the memberships into the banquet

program. \Me are going to try to do l0 members per chapter. I am talking about a big event held

somewhere in the state.

REGIONAL FIELD SUPERVISOR Lar.ry Holjencin gave a national convention update and

the Hilton is sold out" the Adams Ma¡k still has 100 rooms leiì and they have shunle service. We

still have some hotels left so we are in good shape if you haven't made your reservation. We

have 20 booths left so if you know any vendor, we still have oppornrnity there.. A letter went out

on September I to all chapter prcsidents and previous attendees for the convention announcing it
with a registation form and there will be reserved seating all th¡ee nighs this year. If you want

to sit as a group, all those reservations have to go into one envclope. Thunday Leadership '
Workshop will be from noon to 4:00 p.m. and that is for chapter presidents, district directors,

banquet chairmen, women in the outdoor coordinators. There will be an educator workshop on

Sarurday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Jake Spucks will be there and that would be an opportunity
for teachers or scout leaders for the conservation message and how they could share that with the

youth. This year the welcomeparty will have Lee Greenwood. The Awa¡d Banquet

enrertainment will be T Bubba Bechtol and he is really good. 1Ve had our annual D C N R
meeting this year on9124 and Jerry and I were there. We met with the top staffat D C N R. We

discussed closing of gates during spring gobbler season in D C N R lands and recommend that

u'e send a letter to them annually and in that letter we should state how many members we have.



Their wildlife biologist, Merlin Benner, recommended that an article be put in Turkey Talk
explaining the closing of the gates and he said he could talk to Bob Eriksen and they could figu¡e
out how to handle that. They also exprcss an interest in our reward posters, so we need to get

some of those to them. Merlin is going to check with the district ofüce to see how many posters

they would like. We want the D C N R foresters to run their habitat projects through ou¡ local
chapters. They said they would do that and a majority ar" doing it already. Merlin suggested an

article in the winter issue of Turkey Talk explaining the reason behind replacing autumn olive
and barberry with alternate species. A¡rother suggestion was actually developing a showcase

habitat project that would be easily accessible, centrally located where you do a good turkey
habitat project on D C N R land that they could use that as a showcase kind of deal when they
bring people out to show what they and the NWTF are doing for wild turkeys. We also talked
about the American chestnut and they informed us that we are two years away from a blight
resistant seed and also John Oliver agreed to allow a memorial to be placed on Armenian
Mountain for Arnie Hayden. I guess Arnie did quite a bit of research up there and they are going

to allow a monument to be placed there in his name. Thei¡ press secretary, Terry Brady, is very
interested in writing about our parhership with D C N R and he asked that we keep him in the
loop whenever we do state projects. Iårry thanked Gary Beauty, Don Shawkey, Jim Pana¡o,

Greg Caldwell, Bill Mackereth, Carl Mowry and Fuzzy Shields for their work during the Elk
Expo. Therc were 20,000 to 25,000 people there and we shook a lot of hands, talked with a lot of
people. We handed out a lot of literanre, sold gun tickets and it was important that we were
there and the highlight was the elk pemrit drawing.

Don Heckman asked whether the habitat demonstration a¡ea was one per state or one per state

forest? I-arry understood it to be one per state, preferably out in the woods. The land owners
workshop on habitat is to have demonst¡ations and show and tell instead of sitting in a classroom
situation. Don H. said we have the nursery, and the food plot beside the nursery and there a¡e

seven openings that a¡e planted with turkey federation donated species.

WOMEN'S REGIONAL COORDINATOR Tammy Mowry had a wrinen report. She

reported Pennsylvania witl hold l9 events this year and will have one left to do which is Willow
Creek. She reported on the State Event that happcned in April. We endecl up with 3l
participants. A sponsor member and a Jakes member and the State Chapter received a check for
over $600. We will be doing another event in April and she would like to get women from all
a¡eas of Pennsylvania to attend. We will be doing a raffle for the event. Greg Caldwell has

donated a tweday turkey hr¡nt for I woman and it includes ever¡hing and tickets a¡e $10 each.

We held some really good events this year and one event has succeeded in attaining gold event.

We had seve¡al events reach the money aspect of the event and requirements but they didn't have

memberships and maybe we can get those memberships for next year. National goals for the

events for next year a.re 5l women at each event, a sponsor member and $ 1,000 net. James
tWilhelm was the first chapter in the state to attain goal and they did the event this summer and

had 90 women. The coordinator of it was new to the federation and had e-mailed me about
wanting to work with that a¡ea and they went like gangbwters. They had a committee of l0 - l2
women and they got the word out, had a ton of publicity and did an awesome job.



REGIONAL BIOLOGIST Bob Eriksen thanked everybody for the ca¡ds and the e-mails and
the state chapter for the flowers went about his dad's death. It was really gratifying to receive all
the mail that we did and the support was really important. He has looked at two land purchase
projects-one in New York and one in New Jersey. The parcel in NJ (305 acres) fell through
because coalition would not guarantee hunting would be allowed. New York property adjacent
to Carrolton Hill WMA, is 100 acres in size. It is a very nice piece of ground and this would be a
very nice addition. Bob completed an article for Turkey Talk on proposed rurkey hunting license
with Don Heckman. He also completed the Survey for Turkey Talk with Jerry Zimmerman. In
New Jersey Bob tourcd 3 wildlife management a¡eas and provided habitat recommendations.
Spent two days working on PA Farm Bill Coalition The group comprised of conservation
organizations hoping to increase wildlife benefìg in 2001 Farm Bill, and sent recommendations
to PA congressmen. Because of September I I happenings the bill was delayed and a version of
the Farm Bill passed that was not what we would have like to see. What we were proposing
would have brought a lot more money into PA. Wildlife issues are going to be a back burner for
the next couple of years. Bob is writing management plan for special hrkey management area
(6000 acres) for Mead Corporation in southeast Ohio. Met with American Electric Power (AEP)
partners to discuss habitat management in southem Ohio. Anended Wild Trukey Woodlands
workshop for landowners ins southwestern Ohio. Bob provided 2 days of naining on wild tukey
management for Onta¡io Ministry of Natu¡al Resou¡ces biologists and technicians. They are
making a transition in Ontario from the restoration phase of wild turkey management to actually
managing habitat and turkey populations. He spent wo days looking at porential wild turkey
release sites in Quebec where the Quebec Wildlife Federation and Ministry of Natu¡al Resouces
are looking to infoduce turkeys. Quebec needs to make a change in thei¡ turkey hunting
regulations where currently the northem 2tkds of the province are open to trukey hurting from
September I to December 31. We don't want to put forth an effort when they have that extensive
of a season. The effort is to close the season for next fall. If that happens, then they get turkeys
as early as this winter. They hircd a biologist to work on this problem and he is doing a good
job. Bob provided a Power Point presentation for a legislative press conference on spring hukey
hunting license proposal, and gave reasons that license might help wild turkey management in
Pennsylvania.

NWTF TBCIINICAL COMMITTEE In the absence of Mary Jo Casalena and Bob Boy4 don
Hec'rman has copies of Mary Jo's report and are going to go over it. Final results of the year
2000 turkey harvest shows a new state record with a total han¡est of 88,680 (+/-5,591). The
previons rccord oî83,474 was set in 1995. Spring 2000 turkey harvest was 43,815 (+/-3,601)
gobblers, a new record. Fall2000 harvest was 44,865 (+/-3,688) birds, the second highest fall
harvest. For the second consecutive year, spring 2000 harvest surpassed our old record of 36,400
gobblers from spring 1995, and the first time it exceeded 40,000 gobblers. Spring harvest in
1999 was 37,800. Our fall 2000 harvest was the second highest fall harvest, and only the third
time we have harvested over 40,000 fall turkeys. The record was set in 1995 with over 49,700
turkeys. Since 1995 our statewide turkey ha¡vests have been very substantial and stunmer turkey
sightings have been increasing, indicating a continuing increase in the statewide turkey
population. However, Turkey Management Area (TMA) 78 in soutï central Pennsylvania and
TMA 9A in southeast Pennsylvani4 continue to show low harvest densities and low surrrmer
turkey sightings. (We will be tansfening turkeys into TMA 9A again this winter to complete



our turkey restoration efforts in southeastem PA). Year 2000 turkey hunter participation was

231,860 (Sp¡ng) and 230,448 (Fall). fhe estimated number of individual turkey hunters (those

that huntedrp.ing only, fall only, and both spring and fhll) was 298,103. This is a 5.5% decline

from 1999, and may be a result of the 1999 incrcase in cost of hurting licenses (from $15 to $20

for Resident Adult Flunting).

Turkey trapping, to increase the number of radio-øggerl female turkeys on the resea¡ch study are,

concluded at the end of September. During our last seeson of trapping we radio-tagged 45

female turkeys, bringing the total number we are monitoring to 78. We will continue to monitor

survival, ruur", of mortality, home range and habitat u:;e through the end of Decentber. We

thank the PA Chapter NWTF for the continued support of this im¡nrtant resea¡ch project. On

September 17, 2001 the PGC, BOF, and PA Chapter NWTF hosted the Governor's Sportsmen

Advisory Council at the Michaux State Forest. Council members were given a tour of the TMV

78 turkey research area with demonstrations and discur;sions of thc research srudy, turkey habitat

management, and furkey harvest management. This w¡rs a great representatiott of ou¡ successful

.oop.r¿tiu. work toward improving Pennsylvania's wild turkey ltsource. Gary Beatty stated the

need of one of the NWTF Technical Committee be pre:;ent at meetings

)

COMMI|TEE REPORTS Ilwight Kuntz is doing ttúngs to the Dart trailer that need to be

done. The entire system is now turned over to Dwight. All arrangements for the Dart system go

through Dwight. Mark Davis is out. It is up in the air'¡¿hat Dart is going to do with the system.

,ri';- 
- 

' ¡t ' it i''a, ¿ ' -- 
"'r' 

' --' "

Jakes Gun Raflle - gill Mackereth reported that he has about 1000 tickets Ieft from the 3,333.

He brought some along to give to whoever wants them. There are some Jake memberships left

over from last year that were donated back to the chapt,:r. Of the 135 we have used 99 of them.

Bill has about another $2,000 to put into the account. r\lso the Jake treasurer reported a balance

of $6,036.09. ;Since then I have deposited $4,660.00 which includes rhe $100 frorn National.

The total expenses were $1,782.16 which means that the checkbook balance as of October 5 was

$8,913.93.

State Jakes Event (see the display of pictures that Carl Mowry took). We had 75 Jakes which is

the largest \Me ever had. rvVe fed 173 people. Bill thantled Ca¡l for his continued support of our .

Jakes Event and about 6 members of ou¡ local chapter. ,This year we had a lot of grandparenS

who came and brought their lawn chairs, and carried lawn chairs to each event to sit and watch. 3.t"
their granclchildren. Very good support from our'Watenvays Pat¡olnran in this area- Vance

Dunbar w¡o does a greatjob with boat and water safeÇv. Rewley Cogan did an outstanding job.

Denny Gulvas pt.r.ot.d his skit with his boy and anotlter helper. We gave a package to each

Jake ðontaining a mouth call among other items, and Denny taught tl¡e kicls how to use a mouth

call. When we gave out the door prizes every youth w¿s able to g':t a hat, another type of turkey

call, plus rougr, drinking cups, which were donated. The BB guns were used; we used 6 of them.

Carl 
-has 

5 of them at his home and I have the other 5 at my home. They are available to you.

We have shooting glasses, glasses for the shooter and also for tl¡e adults as w'ell as pellets and

rargets. The shoõting was run by members of the Susq'rehanna chapter. He is disap¡rointed in

nui Go¡¡. Commissiãn; no one showed up except Rawley Cogan who was the prescnter on elk.

Car[ comnrended Bilt on a job well done. Bill now has a partne¡ on the Jakes committcc.



namely, Dr. Greg Caldwell, so look for bigger and bettcr things to come out in future years. Bill

will apply for a grant from the NRA again. Dr. Caldwe,ll picked up two canopies for us from

Sam's Club. We saw these canôpies at the elk Expo and the cost of 2 of them from Sam's Club

is cheaper than we can get on" oith.-. These have curtains around 3 sides of it. The canopies

a¡e l0'ì 20', two of them. Skip Sanderson asked if Bill had preparecl something for Tu¡keY Talk.

Christine Rolka wants Bill to write it up for an award and send the information to Turke]¡ Call

änd Turkey Talk. Jerr1, Zimmerman asked if the checking account for Jakes, rvas it set up strictly

for the Jakes Raf1le? ih.r. are food, photos and other expenses and should that be run through

this account? Do we want to keep that account strictly for the Jakes RafÏle and other things

should be run through the general fund? Bill asked whlt the wish of the group was. Don

Heckman stated he thought the account would be only for the Jakes lì.afÏìe and the exP€nses

would go through the general checking account. Gary Beatty thought it was fo¡ the Raffle to

keep track of the mernberships and the Jakes Event food expense should be going through the

general account.

Lægislative öommittee-Don Heckman said the Departnrent of Forestry Coalition met Sept. 20.

nrã f O year old bill has been pulled from House Game and Fisheries Committee. The trespass

legislation was int¡oduced to have 137 WCO's enforce the trespass law in Pennsylvania during

thã spring and fall hunting seasons. The Game Commission is not supporting this legislation.

fney *unt 135 officers to enforce what 27,000 local city, borough and county and state toopers

can't. Don g back to the Sportsrnen's Coalition which is going to be on 
-

January 10. n doesn't want the game proteclors to tæ gening thousands of

calls fói tre time from their duties. Thc Fish and Boat Commission is

going afrer a fishing license increase'

public Committee-Don Heckman said the second .¿¡t¡.,n of the nerv Turkey Talk should be in

the mail this week. AII requested changes were accom¡rlished. Distribution for the winter issue

will be the first week in January and the cut offdeadline is December 2 as indicated in the

magazi¡9.

public Relationi comilittee-Gary Beatty, who within the state chapter is guiding the Tenorist ' i'
Disaster Relief Fund? Some thoúght it would be a good idea for the chapters to make a donation

to rhe retief efforc and sent a lettei to all of the chapter presidents and said donations should b€ " '' "

sent to Carl Mowry."We a¡e at$2,750with 2 chapters so ry with more donations to come in. At r'

the executiu..r.iing tast night we said we would recommend to the Boa¡d that this yeat's

donation to the Relieipffort would go to the Red Cross and that would be in lieu of what we did -

in past years for Make a Wish. Carl Mowry reported that l4 chaptes have settt in money so far

Uyìne ãue date for a total of $3,050. We should have Ilill put the Jakes Event information into a

news release to Jon Farley. We have Jon Farley workirrg on a releasc for the license depending

on how it goes. pOWA - Don Bo'Brien went to state game lands 321 when they brought those

weary ,oul-, out there. We have to give them information, but I think they are going to work

more for us than they have in the past.



Promotional Committenskip Sandenon had a picture of license plate and what it should be like
rvhen it comes. The fint 300 applications are going to have to corne through t¡s and we are going

to have to write a check to PennDot for license plates. Skip plans to put something in the winter

issue of Turkey Talk including an application. Don asl,:ed Skip to see about gctting some short

sleeve N\\TF shirts for summer use. It will cost about $35 per shirt again in hunter green and

khaki.

A¡t Committee - Reed Johnson reported that therc is enough art available for the January Awa¡ds
Banquet. Don O'Brien asked Reed to provide the Boald of Directors with an up-to-date art

inventory at the next meeting.

Women in the Outdoors State Convention will be held on April 19, 20 and 2l according to
Tammy Mowry and Rìonda Henry.

Wheeling Sportsmen report from Gary Ht¡ff. It was re¡nrted that Sh¿de Mountain Chapter will
have a¡r evcnt. Don asked Gary to mail them a manual and get in touch with them.

Upper Gun RafTle - Carl Mowery reported that the Upper Gun Ralïle \,vent ve¡y well. We sold

$ 1,400 of tickets at the Elk Expo in two days and had 4 of the guns up there. Carl reported that

norv he h&r S19,870 which gives us a profit of $12,554. Ca¡l was commcnded for doing a good

job.

2002 Convention - JeffMulhollem had an article in Turkgv ialk about thc ZOrl0 Cônu.nìioo. 
:i 'ì

We have to sell it to our local chapters acr)ss the state. There is no mailing going out on it. Don

Shawkey has volunteered to do registration. Denny Gulvas will prescnt his new program for us.

Superfund - Habitat report by Reed Johnson wants to have a fall meeting with Mary Jo. We plan

to have some shrubs put together to continue with the seedling program. Havc not been able to

do that yet. The committee might drop the seedling program ne.xt year because of the increased

spending in the seed program last year. At least until u'e see the sced subsidy and the program

where you are buying seed through the NWTF. This year we will let any chapter that wants to

purchase shrubs do so from the NWTF progmm and buy the shn¡bs directly through them and get

the State Cbapter out of the. progrzr.m of buying any shnrbs. 38 chapters took part in the seedling

program. Barberry and Autumn Olive can only be planted on private ground. Don zuggested we...

might get a better rate if we had a seedling program for the local chapters. The letter needs to

come out lïom the habitat committee ølking about conservation sr:ed ordcrs, thc fact we are

going to do seed subsidy again and that it will be in Tulkey Talk and rve could list them and

explain to the local chapters about ordering their own. The brochtre would really help. Thc

committee will take care of writing thc letter. See that lany and Bob gct a copy to review and to

cover all the bases. The Elk Meeting was held here at l)istrict 9 oftìce and no one from NWTF
was invite,J. It was a meeting put together by the Gamc: Commission. Bu¡cau of Forestry and the

3 districts surrounding the elk a¡ea here. Reed, Larry aad Bob are invitcd to the next meeting on

October 10.



Safety and Education - Don O'Brien reported on youth hunts wherc we spcnt significant dollars.

Thesó thing are done and then they apply for the funds. He thinks we need a consensus about

whether we should be funding this. Is this a wise spencling of Super Fund dolla¡s?

NE\ry BUSII\¡-ESS - We had Allcn Emlet who was appointed to the lloard of Directors and had

to resign for personal reasons and we have a vacancy. Don O'Brien would like to entertain a

Dç!i-o-r! frç-rn thq þqe-rd tq sppe!¡t -Dr, Çrçg Çaldwe!! at th¡s timç to thç Ðçard. $q movçd þy

bon Heckman and seconded by Gary 
".*",rt. 

Motic'n carridd'

OLD BUSINESS - Jim Panaro brought up the issue with Local #l and Hidden Valley charges

for the 2001 pA Banquet, and is lookìng fôr suggestions. Tom Daughenbaugh treasurer reporting

for the convention foi them. He made a bill for $4,800 for Hidden Valley. Jirn thought we had

agreed at $2,000 to pay them for the lunch that was hel,J. We were thinking that was part of the

-lon.y but we had not ¡eceived a check from Local #1 .ior the guns they were purchasing that

were ieft over. They repofed they had given half of thr: money for the guns which was $1,900

but the $2,000 ,u" *.r. to pay for that lunch wasn't part of the $4,800 bill and he was holding

S I ,900 but the $2,000 we were to pay for that lunch wasn't part of that 54,800 and he felt we

owed them $2,000. There isn't anything in writing. It is Jim's understanding that Howa¡d has

been served a registered letter but I do not know what the letter contains. We have never seen a

written re¡rort of th. convention. We a¡e to send a letter and 52,000 to Hidden Valley and telling

them thar is what they are getting. Don O'Brien said we need a detailed inconre and expense 
-

report of the conventlon * *r know what is what. Torn Daughenbaugh was the t¡casurcr and

wàuld be rcsponsibte for the fïnancial end. Daughenbaugh was thinking it was 53,500 they still

owe. Jim n.ðd, to send a letter to Local #l requesting that money to the State Chapter. Tbe

S 1,900 remaining on the guns should be mailed to Jim Panaro due to the convention account

being closed. Howard should get a copy of the letter.

Make a Wish - Gary Beatty reported that this year in lieu of Make a Wish we were looking

toward some otherãrganizations and in the piocess of tloing that rve had a national tragedy and

thcrefore the idea r*1 up cotlecting money for relief effort and making a donation to the Red

Cross as our charity for this year. A motion to that efl'ect was made by Jim Panaro, seconded

by Don S¡awkey. Motion carried. Gary Beatty made a motion f hat the State Chapter

donate $5ü) to the Relief Furid t'o the Red Cross, set:onded by Don Hecknan. Motion ' r

carried.'Jim panaro will send the $500 in along with the donatioirs by the local chapters to the i

Relief Effort to the Red Cross.

Roger l-atham Award - Cart Mowry needs letters of rec'ommendation at least by October 20

beùuse they need to be in by October 31. We need letters to support Ca¡l lor the Roger Latham

Award, and the letters need to be addressed to James E'rrl.

Turkey License - Don Heckman reported the current st¡ttus of the turkey hunting license. The

Bill for the license was inhoduced October l, House Biill 1979 anrl there is a copy of that

legislation on the back table. The wording of the legislation is as rhey said it would bc when we

haã our June l4 megting; the wording is as the Game Clommission, lcgislators, and the NWTF

alrecrl on. 'l'hat Bill has bcen introdtrccd a¡ld signcd bj'thc FIouse Ca¡-ne and F-ishcrics



Committee. The lirst public hearing is going to be No'¡ember 15. Don and the Board need an

understanding of what we are going to be doing in sup¡nrt of this legislation. Don wants the

Board to put iogether a committee. The committee would be an Oversight Comrnittee of the

legislation and ihould be a chairman and 2 board members. Don passed out his concept of what

we would want to follow. There are 8 categories that he would suSSest that n'e work on and,

using that plan, Don would like to see each of those ser:tions have somebody's nanle assigned.

Oonluggcits that the Executive Committee name an oversight chairman and have 2 boa¡d

members ¡long to oversee the plan and use this plan to have 8 peoplc assignecl to those 8

categories. Don would be wiiling to take,on the communications part and the legislative part.

Thelocal chapter presidents need to hear in a letter whrt we are doing and why we are doing it.
'fhe kcy timeior tttir *itt be January I through June 1. Approximately Novernber l5 üjguttt
December l0 will be the lame duck session. Gary Beaily suggested that Rod lVilt could help on

legislative committee. The Executive Comminee will be the Oversight Comrnittee, and the

chairman of the boa¡d will just be the administrative pe:rson to make sure things run smoothly

and slowly. Everyone should talk to their legislators zu¡d not depend completely on the

committee. We need to wait for the Turkey Talk articl,: feedback to see if we have the support of
ou¡ members. The Executive Committee needs to meet right after November l5ù and sec if it is
go or no go based on the survey. (1) Legislation - Don Heckman (2) PA Game Commission - ,

Óarl Mowry, Don O'Brien and Don Shawkey, (3) Communications - don Heckman and Jim
panaro, (4) Tu¡key Talk - Skip Sanderson, Jim Panaro and committee, (5) PA Chapter NWTF -

Local Chapters - Don O'Brien and committee, (6) Con:;ervation Organizations - Skip Sanderson,

Dennis Strawbridge and key p€rsons on conservation organizations list' (7) POWA - don , '

O'Bricr¡ Gary Beatty and committee, (8) Information and Education - Rhonda Henry and Gary

Huff

NEW BUSINESS - Don Shawkey moved to accept the 2002 budget, seconded by Dennis )

Strawbrirlge, and motion carried. Funding for the Chapter Presidents meeting has been cut by '

national, therefore those who want to shoot sporting clnys will pa1'for it themselves. Gary B€atty

suggested that maybe we should have a picnic where th.e presidenls and other attendees could get

together for fellowship and a meal. lf everyone brought his own sheils and paid own exPenses,

we could,still have some s-hp..oting and a picnic at a diflþrent location. We wiil make plans later.

ó'

The Trespls legislation was brought up by Don Heck¡nan. It wts nioved by Skip Sanderson

th¡t we support the Trespass Legislation ¡nd seconded by Reed Johnson. After discussion,

the motÍon wes defe¡ted. ,The PA Chapter is not in favor of this legislation as written. It w¡s
moved by Jim Panaro and seconded by Dennis Stra'wbridge thut we take a neutral position

on the Trespass Legislation. The motion carried. D'on Heckm¡rn vrill go back to the PA

Sportsman's Coalition and tell them that we take no position.

Don Hecknan brought up the Bureau of Forestry habit¡rt demonstration areas. ls that I state

forest, 2 state forests, or 20 state forests? Dennis Strau'bridge said that we could order 5000

Habirat brochues for $405.81. It was moved by Don Heckman thut we purchase 5000

Habitat brochures for 5405.81. The motion wBS secronded by llhonda Henry. Motion

carried.



Don Heckman indicated he feels we need a committee to oversee the process of'Grower Greener

Cr¿nts. Discussion foltowed but no action was t¿rken.

Upon reviewing the phone bills the last lour months, Jim Panaro suggested we purchase a cell

phon. for the piesidènt of the PA State Chapter which would save us money. Others would keep

ihe calling cards. G¡ry Beatty moved we get the President of ttre PA State Chapter of '

NWTF a cell phone for his use, seconded by don Sh,¡wkey. Motion passed.

Skip Sanderson moved we purchasc short steevc shirts with strtc logo for thc directors with

$18 coming from the chapter and each individual board member would also pay $tB to

covcr thc cost of the sbirt. Seconded by Don Shawkey. Motiorr carricd'

Jim pana¡o discussed a new invoice Carl gave him today for an ad in the Keystone Sportsmen in

the amount of 5400. It was billed to Howa¡d Myers. tìon O'Brien thinks we did not authorize

this payment. They will get back to us and see who sent this. PA Chapter is not mentioned

an¡lhere in the ad. Keystone Sportsmen rvas formerly Tri-Countv Outdoors.

FOR THE COOD OF TF{E ORDER

Jerry Zimnerrnan said for information and furure planning the digest ad for ncxt ycar. So far to

date we have l3 memberships from the Hunting Digesl and 2 are.fakes. We should consider

whether we want to do this again next year.
, t'...'

Don Heckman informed us that the Game l-ands Advisory Committee of PGC is holding public

hearings. It woutd behoove sportsmen ar¡d conservaúon organiz¿ations to at least anend several

of those hørings to voice your input as individuals to ¡rrotect the garrre lands. We as an

organization need to support the Game Lands plan. The Ståte ChaPter is on record as supporting

those l1 strategies in that game lands management plan. V/e as sportsmen should be there.

Don Heckman about the senior NV/TF staffconsulunt. Ron Fretts term as director is up in

2002. We as a State Chapter have always had a director on the National Board. Iån:y Holjencin

will check on the status of Ron Fretts.
i.'.

Carl Mowry said last year at thq,ionvention for reserved seating, Carl voluntecred to send in the '
seating listi in together for bett& seating, but we need a deadline. The date is December t 5.

Thank you correspondence on the board from the 4-H lihooting lnstructors School. Next years 4-

FI trainlng is going to be in Butler on April 6 andT and they would like us to have a presentation

thcre or a booth. Carl said we woulcl have support for them next )ear. We r*'ercn't there this

spr-ing bccause it r,,'as boa¡d weekend. Our lvfa¡ch meet.ing will bc March 9, Saturda,v night and

March boa¡d mceting will be on Sunday, March 10.

lvf achiux yellow Breeches chapter is going to be celebrating our 21" Anniversary on Monday,

March Z,ZO02. Don Heckman would ask the bo¿rd me:mbers and st¿rff that if you could be

available 1'ou would have to buy a $9 dinner tickct and would havr: to travcl and stay on your

orvn in the Ca¡lisle a¡ea. The Spring Fling Banquet will start at 4:00 p'm. - 9:30 p'm'



Before adjournment the board held a drawing for the ul)per gun ratTlc. rWinners were: (l)
Brou.ning Gun Lightning, Lisa Price, Strasburg, PA (2) Ithaca 37 NWTF Gun of Year, Richard

Vanicek, Girard, PA (3) Marlin 1897 Century Limited tSold Eng. 22 Riflc, David and JoAnnc

Ryan, St. Marys, PA (4) Bretta 390 Sporting Gun, Spencer Miller, Newburg, PA (5) Ruger 77

Laminated Stainless any caliber, Pat Amold, Erie, PA.

Don Shan'key moved to adjourn the meeting, scconrlcd by Gary Bcatty, anr.l n¡otion pnsscd.

The meeti¡rg was adjourned at 3:57 p.m.

Submitted by

,,'ju,'(
Bill Mackcreth, Secretary
PA Chaptt:r NWTF
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The August 04, 2001 Boørd Meeting was called to ,order by Board Chairman Don
O'Brien at 9:15 a-m. Following the Ptedge of Alle,giance'and the review of the meeting

mt and the Penwylvania Chapter
Vests who were present. Thefloor

PRESIPENT'S REPORT ' President Cørl Mowry presented awrìtten report of his
activities.

SECRETARY'S REPORT - Setetary Bill Machereth askectfor additíons or
corrections to the minutes. The minutes were qpproved qs corrected. A motion by Ray
smíth ønd seconded by Dennß strøwbrídge. Motìon car¡ied.

TREASARER'S REPORI - Chapter Treasurer utím Panaro presented the treasurers
report and the balance was 83253.87. l\e now have 84340.00. .4 motion was nnde by
Don shawhey ønd seconded by Rhondø Henry. il{otíon cørrícú

wcE PRESTDENT'9 REpoRT - Don shøv,kcy ,oresented a written report.

CIAIRÃvI/4N oF THE BOARD REPQRT - Board Chairman Don O'Brien presented
the boørdwith awríttenreport thst included actívíties. We hsd aurryproduätire
meeting with PA Game Commission on June 7. W¿t were well represented and
accomplished quíte a bit at that meeting.

NryrF REGTONAL supEÈWson REpeRT - J*ry zimmerman reported that
membershtp is around 22,000, second in the Uniteel itstes. The Supei Fund is in the red
now,
have
yeø7

t He will have 6 chapters, 5 lrom
rc County, Feyette Counly, Somerset

ew chapter, Hidd,zn Ríver Longbeards down
in cowhohocken, whích is just northwest of phitaalerphìa. H¿t has tsrkcd õíth ,o*u



t. :i

people about the southeast ørea and may be gettín,g some new chøpters therg also. ,Thet ,

are changing the computer system in Edgefield qndwe should s,oon be aþleto get i , t:,,

numbers faster, :,

fWff TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPRESE]VTATIW\T IÈEPORT - Since tMgryJo
Casalena had to leave early, her report was given next. Hartesl report cards reporti
from spring 2001 show a prelimirnry spring gobbiler hanest of 38,300, campared to a
prelíminary spring 2000 hørvest of 36,200, The wíld turkey p,sg's on the FA Game
Commissionweb site (www,pgc,state.pa.us) and select "Vlhst"s New" or "Wildlife"
sections has been updated. lVe also have a study journal sectiott wìth periodic updates
regarding our reseetch on TM4 78.

Wild Turkey Research in TIuIA 78. Nesting seqson on our statdy, area shows a large
percentage of our hens nested this year, 8896 or 5i' or 65. Tv,en:ty-Jìve hens (45%o)

successfully hatched nests, but høtching success qrerqges around 45-50%for edstern 'ri

wild turkeys. Fíve hens were unsuccessful becaus¿: they were hilled during ìncubqtìon.
One of the unsuccessful hens was killed illegally close to Old Forge Road. (If anyòne has ,' '

ínformation on this senseless killing, please contact the PA Güûro Commis*íon. A reward
is offeredþr ínformøtion that leads to a çonvictlon). This yetv'Ê hígh nwt attempt rates
couIdbeattributedtolastfaIl'sgoodqcorncropcoupledwitJittlrcaverøg9vínter
weother, which resulted in these turkeys enterlng ttke spring nesting season in good
health. We have been keeping track of the hens and conductirtg poult çounts to determìne
survivøl of the young. We thank the PA Chapter NWFþr the continued support of this
irnp or t ant r e s e ar ch pr oj e ct.

The annual meeting between the PA Chapter and I'GC to disc,uss the goal, objectives and
strategies of the Pennsylvania Wíld Turkey Manøgement Plany¡as held on August 2,
2001. A report was provided by the PGC on the progress that has been made with the ,.

plan: thus far 23 of the 35 strategies (66%o) are in progtess or høve been completed.
PGC biometricían Dr, Chris Roseberry is cunentllt tabulatin¿1 tl;rc results of the 2001
Pennsylvania Wild Turkcy Survey. Preliminaty results will be avaílable thisfalt,

REGIONAL FIELD SUPERWSOR - Larry Holjensen reported a new chapter called
Curry Run Ridgerunners thqt arc members of the l,ùack Hills tConservatíon Hunt Club
who will host ø banquetfor us ín October or Novetnber. Wìth the split, he is going to
talrc the Nesmont Chapter in Mansfield, the Shade .Mountaín Chapter which is in
Mffiin/Juniata, and Bald Eagle Longbeards. The.lakes RaÍIu is underway, and Bitt
Mackcreth has tickets avaîlable.

WOMEN'S REGIONAL COORDINATOR - Tam;my Mowry has a written report since
she is st awomen pennsylvania currenþ lns lg eients
scheduledþr this ,e goal she hqd setþr pennsytvanía

for this year. We nators in the \Yornen tn the Outdoors
program. We also have two Natìonal Spoløspersota: Irlene ll[andrell ønd Nancy
Johnsan.



NORTHEAS? REGIONAL BIOLOGIST - Bob Eriksen provided a wrttten rsport,
Some of the proiects Bob has been involved in are: @ob represents þur statei, Ohio,
New York, New Jersey and PA) an apple seed project wìth Asplund,tree expertþlks in a
state park in Buclcs County. Jerry round¿d up a lot of volunteers who planted 100
crabapple trees in the park one evening, press coveragae þr Nll'TF. Hç anended several
Game Commissíon meetings with Jerry, Larry and Mary Jo. [Jnder haabitat work he has
been involved in several ffirent projects in New,fersey. BoIt will be cornpiling a report
on how many states allow I0 yeør olds to hunt and will present it lqter. Hà atso wor¡nd
wilh Mary Jo on a 78 study.

Bob is wotking on 4n article on West Nile Virus øn:d presented a written report on it, It ís
a concern to turlæy hunters ønd also to the poultry írúustry, Witd turtæys,òan contract
the dísease but it generally ìs notfatal to them and they do not become cqrríers of the
disease. Only a handful of birds hqve tested posìtì've ín New )lork State. We øppear not
to hqve to worry about the west Nile vîrus and the wíld nrtrey population. nà *
curyeytly_working on Penwylvania Super Fund articlefor T(IRKEY CALL nagazíne
and the deadlíne is September. It gives uedit to th¿: chspters ønd the pA Chaptãr of
NWTF. It was suggested that it might be an artìclc'for PENNSYLYANIA GAME NEWS.
He is doing the sameþr some New Jersey Super Fund projects andworking on an artìcle
on survival ønd productívity of wtld turlæys ìn southeastern Nø4 Jersey, It ìs a story that
needs to be told Research wqs successfut and the results were positivte, so we want to
tell that story,

He has worlced on the turkøy license considerabty. Bob prepared a chart that shows
other states that høve a twlæy stamp or turlæy líce,nse. He has been correspondíngw¡h
an orchord own¿l down ìn 7B andwe.are tatkìng about a proríect to dístribïte pestícides
control of rneadow gold in orchards, They øre broadcasting the rodenticidps on the
orchards to control moles. However, rodentìcides can be pìcl;ced up by wild turlæys and
other birds as theyþrage tn the orchqrds and there has been some accidental poisoníngs
ofwild turkeys. We would lilæ to have a volunteer effort to put out bait statiois ín the
orchards in that area that would not be attractive to wíld tirkeys, Thß ist plannedfor
Iore fall.

COIUIMITTEE CIANGES - President Carl Mowry has sorne changes in the committees
and committee chairmen. The Finance Committee Chøirmøn is,Iim panara and Don
O'Brien hqs been added to that commìttee. The Properties C<tmrnittee has Dwight Kuntz
in charge of tlat, basicølly the Dart System, The l4romen in tl¿e Outdoors lws ìhonda as
chaìrperson. wheelìn' sportsman committee chairman is Gary Hufi,

PENNSYLVANA TUR-KEY TÁLK - WMulhollsm reported thefrrst ìs,rue went prery
well- The deødlìneþr gettíng artícles to himfor the next issue is ieptember 2. He will
probøbly be starting the lïth or l4th of August, He can combl.ne thi círculation with thís
newsletter ard the TRow UNLIMTED magazine and also PENNSflLVANW Bow
HUM'ERS and come up with about 32,000fomilies thor get tltis magøzine and.we can
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sell it to advertisers. He hos not completed negoticrting with t¡he BOW H\INTERS OF PA.
We will be pushing 14,000 this tirne. lTe want to Ju,mpfrom 4 pages to 20 pages and have
ads in it. It wss suggested thatfamìlies that qre getting 2 or rnore copies af tha magazíne
could gíve a copy to some fríends. It was also sug¿¡ested that ,ø chapter artícle índicate
who wrote the article.

JAKES AND YHEC - BilI Mackereth presented the treasurers reportþr the JAKES
.fund, and'the balance is $6,036,09. One of the ex7ienses was theþostågeþr the upper
gun raffle which will be reinbúrsed to the Jakcs fu,nd. He reported on the chapters using
their Jalæs membershíps and afew who donatedtheir Jatrcs membershíps to other
chapters. He mailed out 120 letters in the central tDA areo announcing the State Jakes
Event to be held at'Elliott Park on saturday, Augut:t 2s, 200L Y'HEC had.I more
shooters than last yeør and there were volunteers li,"om the state chapter snd our local
chapter. The 82000 you give to YHEC is well rece,ived qndwell used.

Larry Holiensen said one thingwe are going to do thìs year ìs' encourage the chapters to
submit their Jakcs memberships with theír banquet (the memberships arefi.om the Jakes
rafrle) ínsteàd of periodlcally throughout the year (ts they get the'memberships.

PROMO COMMITTEE - SHp Sqnderson reported on NI|TF license plate whichwould
have National WildTurkey Federalion across the L,ottom ønd PA Chapter around the
bird. The license plate ìs yellow, white and blue. TFhe artworli.from Nàtianal ajter a long
wait was not adequate. Skip aslced Larry Smail to redo the lo¿go, It tookl¡ìm several
weelrs to get it backto Skip. Denny Strovubrìdge al.so agreed to,tyork on a logo tlqt might
worh Skip will maíl the inþrmation to PennDOT on Mondøy. They have to do a dìe-
and send it to Skipfor approvøl and, if Skip approves, they will start maúig the plates.
There will be applications but not sure how it wíll ile handted. The last time ìt was in the
newsletter with a picture of the øctual plate and an order fon.n to send to PennDot,

Skip aslredwhether we want to Malæ-A-Wish donation next yeør ond that the adfor the
Pennsylvania Dígest looks good.

WHEELIN'SPORTSMEN - Gary Huffreported on the posst,bility of a state event next.
sammer or earlyfall. National ís gettìng a manual available antiwill send il to us when
ít is available. Possibly we could do it in Wanen County where it is nice andflat and we
would hove access to a local shop of golf carts. l\le are gettin.g the procedure starÍed and
any help would be appreciated. It might be Lø,yrence County, or li/arren County. The
wãy our plogrqm is set up, the chapters csn do an¡,thìng tlrcy ,nre comfortable with. Last
year 80 people were turned awøy. Do we have the people to support this? PA Sportsmen
for Disabled is ø PA group heødquartered out of Latrobe. If ;eüneone wqnts to taftB the
challenge of contacting Pennsylvania Cable Network, Don Heclønanwill get the address
and phone number and sertd it to you. We could sit down and tølkwith thttm about the
State Jalæs Event and Women of the tutdoors, Jìtm of 3 of the PA Chapter Turlæy Events
in the state of PA and put that ínto q one hour program. Jerry reportid on the possibility
for a ckapter to make a choice and add l|¡heelirt' Strtortsmen to, tl¡,e S-star optioi. We wilt
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dìscuss this with chapter presidents and give them ¡rhø option.

AWARD POSTERS - Ray Smith reported thqt ín tibe early pa¡ú of the yeør we approved
the Award Posters. This year they are made ofvin¿vt, Ithas the new pA Game
Commission logo and the new NWTF logo with Canada, oneJbr the turkey and onefor
the person. lVe want to get these into the hands of the PA Game Commissíon peoptà and
Department of Forestry people to distribute these ¡:,6s¡srs. The l\octqt Mowntà¡n Elk
Foundøtionwill be meetingrtom January 4-6, 200.1, in Carlisle, PA whíclc is the same
weelrend os our Awards Banquet. They aslced f'thet Dart System could be ø.t the meeting.
Dwight Kuntz ofered to checkwith his chapter sinee that is practically in their bacþard.
It is a nice ìnvitation ctkd we should do somethìng. It should be worked out on a
committee basìs andwe should krzow by the Octobetr meeting.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE - Chairman Dwight l{untz reported that the Dørt System is
getting o lot more use and going lo a lot rnore chap¡s7s. People øre askíng questions
about towing the trailer andwhat is needed, etc. It is important that whoever is towing it
treqt it likÊ it is their own 850,000 behind theìr vehicle. Thß trailer, when loqded,
weighs 3540 pounds, so we are close to 2 ton. It re'ally shoulal be towed by afull size
pìchtp truck or something similar with q class 3 hiÍch, wrth 2 ,ínch receiver. It is required
to have brakes and inspection. Please be responsil¡le with this,ffailer. He totally
reorganized and cleaned the trailer thís spring. This trailer represents the organization
and should be treated accordingly, lf anything goes wring wit'h tthe trailer nolyy Dwight
and he will tak¿ care of it. He developed a new set of guidelines goìng out to every loial
chapter president. Should you send the operatíng instructìons and guìdelines to the
person reserving the trailer? Mark Døís needs to tell them the condition,tþr getting the
trailer, the thíngs you must høve. Dwight os Property Commi*ee Chairman shàuld be
s cheduling the trailer.

COMMUNICATTONS - we are putting a board utrt and you should post:vour
communícøtions for everyone to read while on breuks instead of taking tínte to read to all
members øs we have in the past,

FINANCE COMMITTEE - Jím Panaro reported there was a meeting at Greg's camp
on July 7 where the Finance Committee came up with a prelíninary'nuaget. llre cut the
budgetfrom 8I14,000 last yeor down to 878,000. Á lot of that was super Fund
greensheet activities thst were talæn out. Another change is we hqd 3 checking qccounts,
Jqkes, General. Fund and Convention Fund. Now t,he Conventíon Fundwitl go through
the General Fund- There were some adjustments made to the,Idkes Rffie ináome and to
the expendìtures on TURKEY TALK becøuse of the increased memberi-htp. Now the
budget is up to 882,000. At the next meeting Himu,ill have the.final drartþr approval.
Don O'Brien thanlæd Howørd Myers for worlcing with Jim and iÍ kas bàei a sintooth
lrsnsition.

OLD BUSINESS - BíIl Mackpreth movedwe tølæ.from the table the motion to support
the PA Game Commissìon Canine Unitfor 81000/ye.arþr 3 year,r. The mtttionwas that
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the program would be a 3-yeør feasibility study in the developrnent of canine teams which
provide increased evidence collection resulting in ¡trosecution. tVlotion was seconded by
Don Shawkey. The motion to takefrom the table pttssed. The mr¡tionwas reopenedfor
discussion. A questionwas raised as to whethêr wt? would have enough money to support
this program since the Super Fund is in the red. On the call fiir ü yote, the motion was
defeated.

Don Ileclcrnan has the Federation of Sportsman's Clubsflyerrtor theirføll convention on
Septentber 14, 15, and 16 which is Friday, Saturduy, and Suteday at the Ramada Inn at,
State College. We høve been invíted to speak at their game cüntnittee Saturdry. Ifwe
could get someone to speak on behalf of the PA Ch,øpter NWTF, about the things we are
involved infrom the outreach programs we have and also tell whqt we do as an
organi,zation that they might support. The turkny hunting stantp rnight be brought up in
general.

On my executive committee report the list of our contactsþr tke conservation
organízation that we have to continue our dialog with. Does the lìst need to be revíewed
and updated. On the Habitat Committee, Don O'Brien's name should be taken offand
Bob Erilrsen's name to be added. The PA Deer Ass'ociation new person is Greg. The PA
Trappers is still Skip Sanderson. POWA representütive will be Don O'Brien. The POWA
FaH Conference will be Carl, Gary and Don.

Gary Beatty reported on PA Outdoor for Youth, W'e need a veúwtteer for representative,
Make sure we are award of changes in Youth Field Day.

Gary Beatty regarding State Game Lands Recomm'endation. ,4 new reconmtendatìon No.
I I has been added to the State Game Lqnds Use l0 Recommendations. Several people
re-ttiewed position statement and voted to support tlrc l0 Reconzmendatíon,,;. Gary didn't
agree and would lìlæ to revisít the recommendations. Don wrotet afollow up letter to
Clay and the advisory working group and the fact that PA Chøpter supported those l0
recommendations. Several public meetings will be held acros,s tthe stqte ø.ncl everybody
has opportunity to go. There wíll be input at the time thefinatl draft gets puî together. It
will be reviewed by 75 and we are part of 75 group's. He is hoping they wîtt glve us tirne
to review thefinal draft beþre it goes to the Boarcl of Commissioners. Then theywill
vote on it. Number I I is a very hígh level blanket approach tlmt tells the hórseback
riders, motorized vehicles, trail bike riders and the híkers that PA is not closing every
gatne lands road. They are only keepW open the tlesignated ,roads þr those uses. There
will be designated traìls available to those organizqtions that wilt be doing these
actívities. It clarifies better what the previous l0 recommendations aie. lVe will hwe'
another chance to vote and it is not necessary at this time to da anything.

NEW BUSINESS' Ship brought up whether we v,ant to make a Make-a-Wish donation
again next year. Skip moved we proceed wíth Íhe ,Wøke-A-IV'ísh project øs we have ìn
prevìows years. Seconded by Ray Smith, Discussion of the mLation. Greg thinps we
should do something else. Rhonda's chapter wante'd to donate rnaney to lIunt of ø
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Lifttìme. Carl Mowry høs had some people and chapters talk abaut this donntion. A lot
of chapters didn't agree last year andwe want to nlake o change, Gary Beatty suggested
that as hunters we need to sho'w anti-hunters that v,e support other thìngs besides
huntìng. He suggestedwe should drop Malæ-a-llì¡h and support Hunt of a Lifetime. We
can support non-hunting things to show we are good people and we can still support
Hunt of a Lifetime. Greg støtedwe, as an organízottionprima,,ilyfor hunting, should
support non-htmting organizations that qre not opposed to what we standfor. He thinks
we should support non-hunting organizøtions þr P'R. Cøll for a vote on the question.
Motionþìled. Since rnotionfaìled, whøt canwe ds'an organizalion do to show the rest of
the world that besídes the huntíng we ølso support the interest af human beíngs. Bìtl
Mackereth suggested the committee come up with c¿nother organízation that is not antì-
hunting. Gary Beafly moved thøt we lnvestìgale su.pportlng eilher the ChíIdren's
Mìracle Networh ot Chìldren's HospítaL Seconded by fím lrarwro. Díscussion. We
should ínvestigate the list of organizations that are antl;hunting by NRA. GarV Beatty
suggested that rather than limit to those two weþrm a committee to investígate who we
can makB a donution to. Don O'Bríen asked Jìm tc¡ withdraw his second and Gary lo
withdrav, his origlnal motion and made a motion thøt wefortn u commìttee to
ìnvesligote who to donøte to, Seconded by Clyde llouker. M'otÍ.on passed, Gary Beatty
volunteered to head the commìttee.

Weelìn' Sportsmenþr 2002 - Jerry Zimmerman r,eported a nevt outreach program ís
being set up by the Jalæs Program, It's geared to provide opportuníties þr disøbled
people and events we wíll be holdingwíth outdoors'wìll be open to anyone who wishes to
particípate, no membership needed. One of the problerns of getting thìs offthe ground is
the fundtng. We were wondering íf the state chapters and all the regional directors come
to state chapters about this to support the commítmtent to the program. We were looking
øt startingwíth next &tper Fund year of 85000 to start with attil the program gets up
ønd running. It needs to be revisited every year, if we could størÍlund6.' Moved by
Gøty IIr{f ønd seconded by Gøry Beøtty lhøf we c,ommit 850A0 þr one yeür størtíng
next calendør yeør. Motìon,cørríed.

Cørl Mowry reported that the Elk Outdoor Expo presented by Fenn¡ylyonìa Northwest
Outdoors Visìtors Bureau will be September 28, 29' and 30. Iïe have been contacted
about putting a booth on Windslow Hìll. Il'e can stúl rffie tickets and memberships. The
booth costs 8150 or ifwe make a donation the booth is free. We witl be listed on
advertisements øs a spoworþr the weekpnd. Gary Beøtþ moved to particþate wìlh the
8300 level of donatìon, seconded by Don Shøwhe¡,. Do we htwe volunteers to man the
booth? A 8300 donation to the Travel Bureau in that areawìlll give us the right to be
listed on all material and a 20 x 20 booth. Motíon cøníed.

Roger Latham Sportsman Service Award. Carl Mø'wry reed nternorandumfrom national
þr outstandíngvolunteer to be presented at our natìonql conyertrion in Naskville, Any
nominøtions þr this award? Don Hechnan nomînated Carl lwowry, seconded by
Rhonda Henry, Dennís Strawbridge moved lhe no,minøtíons lre closed ønd seconded by
Gøry Hulfi, Motìon car¡ied.



Howørd Myers reported that NRA Grant and øpplications hatte ro'þe in by the end of
October. Ifyou need a grant please apply by Octo,ber 31. Motian by Howard Myers
thal any member of the PA Game Boa¡d olComnníssíoners wíIl rcceíve ø

c o mp límcnløry members híp. S ec o nded hy C ly de'Go uke r. ù,ïo l: ío n .c ar ¡ied.

'lMe haven't heardfrom Ron Sanders but we have gotten two r,esumesfor Board of
Directors. They will automatically be placed on th'e Board. UIle have one opening,
depending upon Ron Sanders.

Jatres BB Guns. nil¡tt ¡lackBreth checkedwith Bob's Army and Alavy and Daisy doesn't
givefree guns øny more. Crosman has a better Bß! gn. There are cheaper model* I
receíved a 81000 grant which is in our treasury and Iwould lií:e to purchase good BB
guns. We have a lot of young people qnd need a m(tre øppropriate ganfor them to shoot.
The BB guns are the 795 air gun which with brake in the mid¿lle and is easier to use. I
will order l0 guns and will receive l0 cross block trigger blocldng læys, 1000 standard
pellets', 200 fficial NRA paper targets, i0 pairs oJ'amber shooting glasses and I0logo
sticlrers, lTe get each kit þr 853. This means I willl be spendíng 8530 of our 81000
grant. Carl has agreed to taks 5 of them 1o the v,estern pørt of the state and I'll læep
the other 5 at my place. You are welcome to use them at all yaur Jakes Events. Ifilled
out the þrm to send in by Monday so they will be a:aílableJbr tlrc State J'akp,s Event on
August 25. Motion by Don Shøwhey to øllow Bíll lo purchase these guns ønd seconded
hy fìm Panøro. Motìon carrÍcd.

Are there any otherfirearms or archery equipmentfor any of thct local chøpters to useþr
Jalæs Events. Yes, thç Game Comtnission. All ditision ffice,s l¡ave ten 2'0 gauge
shotguns purchased by the PA Chapter NWF. You haye to request the guns through
your Game Protector.

Upper Gun Rffie. Gun raffle tickets were mailed out beþre Íhe ßoqrd Meeting. Carl
størted receiving money back on Monday. This year's guns are basìcally ntique qnd we
are going to tøke a couple gans to thc Elk Expo and sell tickets there. There are more
tickets available lf needed. Bill also has Jslçes Ral¡Qe tickets fiir the chapters.

GOOD OF THE ORDER - Gary Beatty statedwe need to bring the Boayd up to date as
to what we discussed in the executive session. Volunteers kcep coming up' through the
ranlrs snd are doing a great job. Don Heckrnan in¡brmed the Board at length about the
turkcy license options. PA Chopter of NWF Board of Direct,ors should be able to tallc to
turlrcy hunters of the state and gaín theír supportfor a turleey license. Ifyou don't utilize
the tag in thefall you would utilize that tøg øs a second bírd mg in the springwould be
an option, helping to gain supportfor a turkey hunting license'. Cost would be Adult 85
and non-resident 825, youth and seniors will not have to purcthase a license. Thefunding
from the license møy be directed to turlcey manøgement. Sìnce the PA Chapter voted to
supporî a turkey huntìng license we should now sta:rt educating t¡ur hunters, educating
the turlrcy federøtion members, and Game Commis,yioners. Gtør.y Beatty slated we need
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to do a survey to find out what our members wsnt, It should list some veqy specífic
options. llte should spend some time educating thr,ough the Trkey maga,tine, the
membershìp givîng afew reasons we think ít is good, then in another íssue the survey.
The legislators control the action and Game Comntíssion controls the seasoræ and bag
limils. Under Title 58, the commissioners cannot i;nfluence an¡t ç¡¡t, commissioners.
Jeny Zimmerman stated we need to do a survey now, for we døn't hwe much tìme to seîl
it. That sutttey should be accompanied by an article outlinìng' otr positio,n and, ifwe
cøn, get the legislators talking about afall option. Jim Panaro s,tøted we can go to the
publìc comment meetìng and índícate that we want a turkey huntlng license oid thenwe
can 4ct to the Gqme Commisston to get our spring or fall choiÊe tn there. Motíon by fím
Panaro and seconded by Gary Beøtty thsl we do o turkey hunlers suwe¡t pablìshed ìn
thefall lssze a/Turkey Tnlk; there is to be an article and survey. The ba-e
Commission wants to se,e our commitment. They rvant to see our plan of how we are
going to support this legislative initiative with the legislators, Bob and Mary Jo are
putting together a presentation in October. All of urs as BomdÌ lvt'embers should speak to
that presentation across the state. The only thing r,le can do is do the best wç can do as an
organization. Motion carried. Gary Beatty stateclif we care giving all those hunters an
opportunity for additional recreation, they may want to become members. The Game
Commission said 68% of hunters belong to some organization. Sy'e need to introduce
Bob Eriksen to the mcmbership through an article in Turkey Tallç

Motion for adjournment by llwight Kuntz, seconded by Rhonda Henry, Motion
carried. The August 4 Board Meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
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July 7,2001

TO: BOAR.D MEMBERS AND CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

The Executive Committee of PA Chapter Board of Directors will meet on Friday evening, August 3rd at

6:00 p.m. at rhe Ramada Inn at 1450 South Aùerton Sreet in State College, PA. The PA Chapter

Board of Directors meeting wilt be held at Warriors Mark beginning at 9 aru. on Sahrday, August 4,

200 t.

Directions to Warriors Mark: From State College, take Route 26 south to Route 45 west, contínue

straight through flashing yellow right towards

Penn-sylvanialu..... ôo 3 mi 3 miles to Warrion Ma¡k

Shootíng Preserve. From Alto w Route 453 south for l/2

mile anJturn left onto Route 55 a¡k' Continue on Route

550 for 1.25 miles and bear right off of Route 550 at Y. Go 2 miles to Waniors Mark Shooting Freserve.

Chapter Presidents meeting will be held at the Ramada Inn at 1450 South Atherton Street, State College,

PA, on Sunday, August 5 at 9:00 a.m.

Remember that the Srate JAKES Event will be held on Saturday, August 25 at S. B. Ellion State Park off
Interstate 80 at Exit l8 in Clearfield Counry. Please send some Jakes from your chapter.

Looking forward to seeing all of you Board Members on August 3 and 4.

For the Wild Turkey,

,,, l/)
t tt^<¡{

William J. Mackeretb SecretarY

Pennsylvania Chapter of
National ìù/ild Turkey Federation

Enclosure
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PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
June 2,2001

S. B. Elliott State Park - Mosbannon St¡te Forest
District 9

The June 2001 Board Meeting was called to order by Board Chairrnan Don O'Brien at

9:22 *m. Following the Pledge of Allegiance and the review of the meetirlgground
rules, it was noted that a quorirm was present and the Pennsylvania Chapter could conduct
business. .The floor was opened for officer re-port.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Chapter President Carl Mowry provided the Board with a

written re.port.

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Secretary Bill Mackereth asked for additions or corrections
to the April200l minutes. A motion was made Þy Grfy Beatty to accept the.A,pril
2001minutes as printed. The motion was seconded by Don Shawkey. Motion
carrÍed.

'- i ,_

TREAST RER'S REPORT: Chapter Treasr¡rer Howa¡d Myers reported $6,985.02.in
revenue and $9,915.94 in expenses. A final balance of $8650.72 and a cash balance of
51,877.72. A motion was made by Dwight Kun& to accept the treasurer's report.It
.was secongla 

\C]Vde 
Gouker.and.the.motion-carried.

'V{CE'PRESIDEI\IT'S'REPORT: Vice President.Don Shawkey presented the boa¡d
with a written report.

CIIAIRMAN OF THE BOARD REPORT: Boa¡d Chairman Don O'Brien presented
the boa¡d with a written report. He also welcomed the new di¡ectors and gave them an

opportunity to tell us a little about themselves. The new directors are Rhonda Henry,
Clyde Gouker, Gary Huffand Jim Pana¡o.

NWTF REGIONAL SUPERVISOR REPORT: Jerry Zinlrrrerrnan welcomed all new
boa¡d members and new ofücers. Membership is at 20,000.p1us members.



The Super-fund balance is $36,628. Ned Smith Center for the Arts donatéd a print for
every one of ou¡ banquets for next.year. Nelv chapters: Upper Delawa¡e Limb Hangers,
Lower Lackawanna Long Beards, and Tuscarora Long Bea¡ds.

NWTF REGIONAL FIELD SIJPERVISOR: Larry Holjencin reported on the Strut
and Rut Seed Program. The Jakes Raffle will again be 40 guns in 40 days with
distribution of chances on August 5. New chapter: Friendship Field Spun Chapter of
Fayette County.

\ryOMEN'S REGIONAL COORDINATOR:Tammy Mowry submitted a V/omen of
Outdoors Report. Pennsylvania currently has 19 events scheduled for this.year. The PA
State Event was held on April 2l and 22 atCamp Soles in Somerset County. On Saturday
twenty-nine \¡/omen enjoyed classes in va¡ious subjects. Tammy thanked Rtronda Henry,
PA State Volunteer Coordinator, and Carolyn Huff, Northwest Distict Coordinator for
all the ha¡d work and time thqyput in hosting thegreat weekend event. Tammy also
thanked the insûuctors Whitehorse Mountain Chapter members, Søte Boa¡d members,
and Camp Soles employees who gave of their time to heþ w reach out to women about
outdoor activities that a¡e available.

NIVTF REGIONAL BIOLOGIST REPORT: tù/ildlife Biologist Bob Erilcsontalked
about restoring wild turkey¡opulations and also stud.y wild tukeys. His work with
wildlife agencies is top priority.His next priority is to work wittr søte and national
foresters and othergoverDrient 4gencies orprqiects that affect the wild turkel'. He willl
also work with private land owners on habitat management projects.

NWTF TECHNICAL COMI\flTTEE: Bob Boyd had a written report. He gave
highlights of re¡ort cards fiom spring turkeygobbler season. Harvest re,port ca¡ds from
spring 2001are atriving in Ha¡risbug. As of May 2l the nu¡nbers a¡e 4.8Yo lowerthan
the same time last qpring. Preliminary 2001 harvest results will be available for next
boa¡d meeting. Final spring and fall ha¡vest figures will be available in October. The
wild turkeypqge on the PA Game Commission web site has been updated. We also have
a studyjoumal section with periodic updates rega¡{ing ou¡ research on TlvfA 78

I\tlVTF BO*_ O..T DIRECTORS: Ron Frens was not present.

TLTRKEY TALK REPORT: Editor JeffMulhollem discussed whether newsletter
should be 8 or D pages, and Jeffrecommended l2pqges. There was discussion about
getting information to Jeffabout what we want, as well as information and articles we
want printed in the newsletter The cutoffdate for TT RKEY TALK is June 2 \^/ith mail
date about JuIy2 since it takes time for all the processing to be done. Jeffcan put the
newsletter together with other circulations and have at least 30,000 circulation.

JAKES A¡lD YOUTH coMl\dITTEE: Bill Mackereth gave a NwrF Jakes Fund
balance of $10,780.61 on June 1,2001. We have sold2733 Jakes memberships. Bill is to
send a letter to chapters that have not r¡sed up their mëmberships requesting back a letter
allowing Bill togive them to another chapter. AIso send stamped envelope inside. Last
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year's Raffle was worked out in committee with Jerry and Larry. This year we will send
letters asking if the chapters want to participate in the Raffle and, if they do, how many
tickets they want. Last year 2/3 of tickets were sold.

The Jakes Event will be August 25,2001, at S. B. Elliott Park with Denny Gulvas,
Rawley Co-gan. Members of Bu¡eau of Forestry, PA Game Commission, Vance Dunbar
of PA Fish and Boat Commission, and Bob Erikson with a station on turkey biolory. Bill
received a $1000 grant from National Rifle Association that he turned over to teassurer.
He would like to use part of the grant for pellet and BB guns to be used with Jakes events.
PA Ylrec meeting was at Scotia on April l. rù/e are expanding from 138 to 220. There
will be a gun raffle the same time as the Jakes Raffle. The Yhec Shoot will be held at
Scotia Range on Saturday, June 16. We need membe¡s to volunteer. If the NRA sends us
$20,000 we will sell raffle tickets and have money to send 20 kids and 2 coaches to New
Mexico.

ART COMMITTEE: Reed Johnson reported that Don Shawkey talked to a young lady
about a conservationprint. Reed said it will be taked back to committee. Another w4y of
generating state funds is to have a print by Dan Chdst. Print won't be ready til next year,
and the committee will make decision Þy the fall meeting. Reed also had the newest
Super Fund Manual with update on seed prog¡am. Jerry gave commendation to Reed on
Conservation Seed Prognm ongetting aplroximately 24,000 bags of seed. Maybe we
should go to a wholesale seedling prograrn. Could we find how many seedlings each
chapter would want?

LOGO FOR LICENSE PLATES: Skip Sanderson asked Nationals for logo for license
plaates. Jerry Zimmerman will call and expedite it. One month after wegetthe right
logo we will have d¡at*ing of actual license plate to approve and the plates will be
available 2 months after that.

DART SYSTEM: The Da¡t System was bróught up'by Dwight Kuntz -a Crr*ri¿. A
youthgun has been ordered for a.year and we haven't received it yet. The Dart $V.:1.:* p
no lonler being made. ': '

- , ; i,.,,: rr :',i' "?'u1' 
- ': '. "..i > ì ':i:. ':t' '' 
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COMMT NICATIONS: Bill Mackereth read letter of resignation as secretary from Rick
Moroney as requested. Also received card from Rtronda H"n{y thanking PA Chapter for
help both financially and with print for Women in the Outdoors Event. A'tha¡¡k you \¡/as
received from Dwayne R. Diefenbach of Penn State University for check in the amount of
$14,000 toward turkey resea¡ch. Don O'Brien read letter he received from Sam Mars Itr
who was elected to National Boa¡d of Directors thanking our Chapter for the su.pport.
Don O'Brien received a letter from Robert P. Scott thanking the Chapter for support of
PA4.H.Shooting.SportsProgram. -Donreeeived-a.letter-fromIhom'as.E..Dunkleberger
thanking us for supporting the PA 4-H Sports Shooting Program. On the back table a¡e 6
newspaper articles.Don.collected from Outdoor Life Across.Penrsylvania. .Don-suggosts
that ifyou know an outdoor writer, give him information so he can get it sent out. Let
Jerry orlarryknow whotheyare so.they can'E-mail press releases. Don'feels'that we
have made a turn with the media and they are now looking to us for information and we
are seeing more ofit printed. 'We need to'keepleffMdlhcillem'informed, give'tÍim'ideas



and tell him ou¡ needs. Ray Smith's father-in-law died during last night and Bill
Mackereth will send a sympathy card on behalf of the pA Chapter.

OLD BUSINESS: Skip Sanderson reported the ads for Hunters Digest is ready to
publish. We appreciate Skip's effort. Gary Beatty asked if there is any.progress on
searching for the cameftìs we approved at last month's meeting. Larry checked and
re.commended Canon 820 or Kodak 3400. The Kodak is $349 and the Canon is $399.
We have approval to buy them, but he didn't order them bec¿use of situation with Super
Fund. 

j.

Bill Mackereth reported that the Board gave permission to buy a computer o. rrnoi
processors but they don't make word.processors anynore. PIan toget a used computer
and a panasonic fax machine. It was questioned whether it would be enough to serve the
needs. Also questions about bunng a new one.

Don.Heckman asked where \¡re are on news releases schedule. He says we have to begin
telling our story to outdoor writers bygettir¡g it written down and to thepeo.ple who will
write about it. V/e should be sending out news releases at least I to l0 timeJ per year. He
asks that chairmen of those committees doing realy worthwhile fu¡rctions to write an
article and get it to Jon Farley and also to JeffMulhollem.

Don i{eckman brought up the web site of fe-Chapter and was asked to put the list of
ofticers and di¡ectors on the web site. We need toget the PA logo, 25th anniversary
logo, onto the web site.

Gary Beatty asked a question about Penn State Univenity's Conservation School. Reed
Johnsgl has a rcquest to send 3 kids ûom the cenhalpart of the state. The instn¡ctor
retircd, but Reed understands they have someone to do it at least for this year.

¡IE\il BUSII{ESS: Howard Myers has zubmitted his resignation as State Chapter
'Treast¡¡er which leaves a vacancy. Jim Panaro was nominated by treasurer Howard
Myers and seconded by Reed Johnson. Since there were no other uominations,
Ihright KunE made a motion the nominations be closed. It was seconded bv Don

lhaqkey. Motion, 
_carried.

:'j

Awards Banquet: Don Heckman said the 2000 Awa¡ds Banquet would be held on Jan.
5,2002 in Altoon4 PA and asked for a nomination to carry thât forwa¡d. Motion by
Don Heckman that PA Chapter hold its Awards Banquet at Altoona on Jan. 5r-2002
and it was seconded by Rhonda H.q.y and motion carried. Gary Beatty moved we
name next January's get-together the PA Chapter Annual Rendezvous and Awards
Banguet.. It was seconded by clydeGouker and motion carried.

Turkey Stamp: There was discussion about the Ga¡ne Cornnission and a spring turkey
stamp. Don Heckman made a motion that the pA Chapter of IYWTF support a
turkey hunting stamp. It was seconded by Skip Sanderson and motion csrried. I
gpIosed. It was indicated that Legislation is going topropose a $5 s¡ring stam_¡r. The
issue of spring/fall was put on the table and ¿iscrrss"iat Íength- fnó tegistatiuÉ body



agrees it would be nice to bave a $5 or $10 spring and fall stamp, but they feel
legislatively the easiest thing to-get passed is a s.pring staurp, because it would.get much
more visibility at legislative level. We will have a meeting with the Game Commission
staff.to.talkabout.finances. We .have .results.of¡-pilot.survey which.says.by.a.margin.of2
to l, a general turkey license is going to be more popularthan the spring license. Bill was
asked to read the motion by.Don.Heckman.

'Upperlevel-Gun'Rafile: There was discr¡ssion about'holding an'Upperlevel'Gun
R¡ffle again to supplement ou¡ üeasury in July with winners drawn in October. The
committee is in place. Gary Beatty made a motÍon the PA Chapter does another
Upper Level Gun RafIIe. It was seconded by'Don Shawkey and motion carrÍed.

Jakes Gun R¡flle: The Jakes Gun R¡fle of 40 guns fo¡40 days will cortmence
Novèmber I and end December l0 and inforrration will be out in June. There will be a
letter going out to 1þs shapters to let them indicate whether or not they want tickets. The
same.people are chairing it as last.year. A motion was made to hold the raflte þy
Ilwight Kunt4 seconded by Reed Johnson and motion carried.

Long Range Plan Review: The three year period is now up. It was discussed we need a
long rangeplan committee to qpdate the PA Ch4te/s Iong Range Plan- \Me need a
meeting date to get people together and start reviewing rcgionally and hope to have it
done by the October meeting. T/e a¡e looking for a volunteer to chair the committee.
Tlpically, the Cbairrran of the Board has done that. Don Otsrien volunteered. A motion
was made b.y Don Hecloan to carry forth the long Éngeplan by committee with
Don O'Brien as chair. Motion was secondd by Rhond¡ Henry and motion c¡rried.

Sportsman's Co¡lition: 'We owe $200 in dues, only $100 peryear. Don Heckman
zuggested becanse we have the issue of the trukry stamp, the Cþlter ueeds to be.part of
the nine sportsrnan's organi-¡tion in the Coalition Don Heckman made a motion we
.pay $ll00for.the years2000-and200t-dues. The^motion.was,serconded-byGary
Beatty. Bill was asked to read the motion back as above. The motion passed with 2
.oppossed.

-' 51r{¡ t l- ' r-' ''

Ned-SmÍth-Foundation: Ea¡lierJerry discl¡ssedtheNed'Smith Formdation with a
banquet package for next year. The For.rndation has asked us for coopcration in a project
they are undertaking. They plan to have a raffle on a custom-made long rifle by one of
the most well knowu maker of these things.It will include several accessories. Thís rifle
would be one of a kind, historically correct and a very collectable firearm. They are
asking ifttre PA Ctqpter would heþ sell tickets that a¡e $10 or 3 for $25. Thgy are
operating now from a rented property, but want to build a center to hor¡se all Ned's
artwork and make a nice visito/s center. Jerry recommends we do that in liÊht of the
donation they are making to us. Gary Beatty made a motÍon that we sell 100 tickets for
the Ned Smith Foundation for the Lo4g Rifle Raffte. It was seconded by Don
Shawkey and motion carried. The premier showing ofthe long rifle r¡/ill be in July.

Regional Directors in Turkey Shoot: Ou¡ two regional di¡ectors a¡e involved in a
turkey shoot in Atlanta, GA, and there is a tn¡ck raffle ticket for $100 each that is sold to



the Board of Directors. This year it is a Chevy tuck. A motion was made by Gary
Beatty that we purchase two tickets, one for each regional director. It was seconded
by Gary Huffand motion carried.

Conservation Law Enforcement Pilot Program: The program will be a three-year
feasibility study in the development of canine teams. The canines provide increased
evidence collection resulting in prosecution. He gave an example of how this might be

valuable to turkeypeople. The Game Commission is asking NiV-fF to financially sqpport
the effort to develop and expand this canine program. Don Heckman made a motion
the PA Chapter sulllrort the Game Commission Canine Unit for $1000.per.year for 3
yearu. Motion seconded by Howard
Myers. After discussion Bill Mackereth moved to table the motion until August
meeting. Clyde Gouker seconded the motion to table it and it carried with one vote
opposed.

Scholarship Award: Howard Myers asked about scholarship awa¡d and picture and
news aficle. Discussion followed. rtre need a picture of Stoney Valley Cha.pter. Jerry
Zimmerman will help get picture.

Computer for Secretary: There was discussion of purchasitrg a computer for rrse by
secretary Bill Mackereth. Skip Sanderson made a motion wepurchase a new
computer with a limit of $1000, and seconded by Gary Huff. Don asked about a
desktop with.pentium 3 with microsoft office and a¡rinter and a fa.x machine at.possibly
$1200. Dwight Kr¡ntz suggested checking with a school district that is upgading.
Motion.passed with one o.ppossed.

Renewal.for National Rifle Asociation: Ou¡.afüliation $rith NRAis.due,.and.we.sign
up for three years at $95. Don Heckman moved we renew our afliliation with the
National
Rifle Asssociation for three yean¡ at $95. MotÍon was seconded by Reed Johnson
and motion carrÍed.

State Game Lands Use Booklet: Don Heckman reported we have been approached by
the PA Game Comnission to submit comment for State G'me Lands Use Booklet. Ten
recommendations to manage game lands by PA Game Commission and State Game
Iånds Advisory Committee several months ago. The Committee was founded to
determine the Title 58 regulations for PA Game Corn:nission managed garne lands. Don
wrote a positionpqper for the PA Chapter NWTF and sent it in. Jerry, Don, L¿rry and
several people reviewed that position statement. As an organization we should respond to
the l0 recommendations. If the Chapter feelspositively about it, Don would write a quick
letter and send it to Clay Van Buffler. After discussion Don Heckman made a motion
that the PA Chapter support the l0 recommendations. It was seconded Þv Skip
Sanderson and motion carried.

Directors' Roles and Responsibilities: Friday night.we talked about directon roles and
responsibilities update. It was 5r'ggested that all the new directors and one.year directors
get together as a committee and rewrite the directors'roles and responsibilities and have



something back to the Boa¡d for approval in six months. There was discussion also
regardin-g ofücers'responsibilities and.job description. The outgoing officers aregoing to
write their responsibilities and include that in the booklet so that everybody has a clear,

.precise understanding of what they do once they frll the chair. This.yea/s new directors
and last year's directors would form a committee, determine a chairperson and report back
to the Boa¡d in six months with an qpdate.
A motion was made by Don Heckman that the PA Chapter Director Responsibilities
and the Officer Responsibil.ities get r¡pdated. Seconded by Ski¡ Sanden¡on and the
motion carried.

Alen Emlet Resignation: Alen Emlet was appôinted to the Board for one year and must
tender his resignation due to healthproblems. We have an opening on the Boa¡d and we
do have someone in mind.

Chapter Presidents Meeting: Leadenhip Workshop for Chapter Presidents will be held
on August 5 at the R¿mada Inn in State College. Would Jerry check at Worriors Mark to
see if that Sanrday is available. Encourage yor¡r chapter president to be there and receive
much information. Di¡ectors haave a responsibility to look at cþlters in their home area
and have personal contacts with chapter presidents.

Outstanding Bills: On the exp€nse sheet therc a¡e two bills that a¡e outstanding with the
NWTF: one is for $36.35 and the other is $85 bill from 1999. It will be the Executive
Committee's decision to pay these bills.

There \¡/as no additional business, and there was uothing for the good of the order, so Don
O'Brien will accepted a motion to ad. jonrn. A motion to adjourn was made þy Don
Shawkey and seconded by Clyde Gouker to adjourn et 3:00 p.m on June 2,2001.
The meeting is adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

&27n#
William J. Mackereth, Secretary
Pennsylvania Chapter
National Wild Tu¡key Federation
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úe ltüch 11, ãX)0 lrfues wes made by nm Hæ¡mæ, smded by Cd lto¡ty. Illotln ceald- A
mtln b -".f t" lrüEh 11, 2[nO ìfinúes, es pres€nt€4 wrs made by Ro sædru+ secmded by Dm
Hectmn- froüm cÍ'id-

the rePort given at our JanuarY

¡ræseoþd in JorY, ç¡5 rn¡de

rcæhl

NOMIIiLAflNG AñffIITEE REPTORI Chairman Gary Beaüy annotmced the results of ou¡ membership's

election of Boa¡d Members as follows: Carl Mowry, Reed Johnson, Rhonda Henry, Clyde Got¡ker, and

Den¡is Stawbridge were elected by the membership to serve a th¡ee year term on the Boa¡d.

Chairman Gary Beatty thanked the Boa¡d for all their help over the

would soon be e,nding, Gary thanked everyone for the opportunity

CIAPTR.InESDE{I: Chapter President Don o'B¡ien mentioned that it was a real pleasure serving as

ptoi¿"nt. Don said that the Uest part of being the Chapter.president was meeting all the volunteers who

have done a tremendous job in trôtping to make otr organization so successful. Don provided the Board with

a w¡itten report of his activities.

VICT PREilDENTS REaORt: chapter vice hesident carl Mowry said he was looking forwa¡d to serving a-s

our new Chapær presidenl Ca¡l said he is looking forward ûo working with the Boa¡d, and expects gveryone

t"ii"ìi¿" ittput into the decision making ptocess. Carl provided the Boa¡d with a written report of his

activities.



NWff nOAnn nEtORt NTIVTF Board Member Ron Fretts mentioned that, among the many ongoing
changes within the N\ü'TF, one of the biggest changes has been the hiring of a new NWTF Regional Biologist,
Bob Eriksen, who will be helping us spend or¡r money wisley on turkey related projects across Pennsylvania.

Ron me,ntioned NIV'TFs commitment to support the National Shooting Sports Foundation - $1 million
over the next fou¡ years - tbrougb state and local chapær donations.

NWTT membership is over 367,000.
Ouheach programs - JAKES, \ryITO, and lilheelin' Sportsmen - doing well and/or good start.

750 Super Fund banquets were conducted in Ma¡ch.
Ap'proximaæly 140 people are employed at NIVTF headquarters.
Expect ûo reach the one million member level within the next five to six years.

NWI¡ BIOIOGTSTREFORT Wildlife Biologist Bob Eriksen spoke briefly about his responsibilities as an

NWTF Regional Biologist. Bob said he was looking forwa¡d ûo working with ANF, State Forest, and Ga¡ne

Commission personnel, along with state and local chapter volunteers. Bob mentioned that he plans to follow
up on habitat projects - ûo photograph habitat siæs and to assure that money is being well spent.

EXÞCÛITVE OFfItER. AI{D ALL AROITND NIG qIY REFORT: Don Heckman thanked Chairman Gary

Beatty for his commitment ûo the Boa¡d as a leader of the Chapær over the past six years. It was noted that Don
has been our Chapterrepresentative on Capiøl HiIl and in Harrisburg for many years, a¡rd continues to do a
Eernendor¡s job in communicating our concenu¡ and wishes on important issues.

In meationing the respect that ot¡¡ Chapter and the I.IIVTF has earned tbroughout pe,nnsylvania" it was

emphasized üat this respect was gained from the hard work and dedication of our local chapter volt¡nteers'

Oui toc¡ chapt€r voh¡rteers a¡e the foundation of our organization, and they serve the most important role in
or¡r success. We lh¡nk yq¡, æd sah¡te yo4 fa yolr dcts.

ÄLIÆGtEfiü NATIONAL FOREST RFORÎ ANF Representative Janeal Hedman thankd everyone for
working so closely with the ANF on habitat improvement and other projects. As reported, the ANF sent out
a mailing thaf showed some phoûographs of cooperative projects on the ANT. A brochure was also distibuted
which illr¡süated some of the habitat projects we have worked on together over the yea¡s.

OONVB{TION CHANGE Board Chaimran Gary Beaüy reported that ou¡ Chapær will continue ûo have an

annual convention. However, the format of our state convention will change. Ttre convention for next year is

scheduled ûo be held in January, and will be a one day event. In addition, the Boa¡d has decided to conduct
a convention without exhibitors. Ove,r the years, having exhibitors at our convention has been a troublesome,

costly v@ture, and has not bee,n profitable or worthwhile for the exhibitors. Bottom Line: Changes will be

made and, hopefully, we ca¡r cpntinue to improve upon ouf ¡mnlcmve¡lin-

Ttrere being no futher business to come before the assembly, e dln to adim üe 4qd?001-A''"nuat
Meob€Ghú Mdiog dúenemsyfvmiaCh4tetwrs ñ'dêby Amssndnrs mdedbV D€mfo
S¡¡çtrdg; Moümcüi¿ Tfre April 2001 Annual Membership Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 a-m., on

Saturday, Ayi77,200L.

Respecúully submitted,

Richard E. Moroney, SecretarY
Pennsylvania Chapter
Narional lVild Tr¡¡key Federation



PENNSYLVANIA GAPTR
NATIONAL WILD TT'RKE^T FEDRATION

BOARD OF DIRECTIORS MEErING
Af,7'zpl

Ifi¡ddã Velby, Pemsylvania

A special session of the Boa¡d of Directors of the Pennsylvania Chapter of the National Wild Tu¡key Federation
was called to order by Board Chairman Gary Beauy at 9:00 a.m., on Saturday, April 7, 2001. It was then noted
that a quorum was present, and the Penruylvania Chapter could conduct the business to come before it.

This special session of the Boa¡d was called ûo order so that officers of the Chapter could be duly elected.
Moving forwa¡d with the bt¡siness at hand, Nominating Committee Chairman Gary Beatty read the slate of
officer ¡sminss5 as presented by the Chapter's Nominating Commitee during the January 2001 Boa¡d of
Directors Meeting as follows:

Presidenl... ........Ca¡l Mowry
Vice PresiderÌt............. .........Don Shawkey
Secretary ................8i11 MacKereth
Treasu¡er... .........Howa¡d Meyers
chairman 

"f 
iË d;ä:::::::::::::::::..........Don o,Brien

Nominating Committee Chairman Gary Beatty then opened the floor for any additional nominations for Chapter
officers. There being no further nominations to come f¡om the floor, e mtln ûo dæe min¡lins s6 rn¡¡le
by Dm lrer*r¡en, ¡æll€d by Demb fuawüridge. tlrotim cúld- A mtln to clst a rmmim¡s vote fa
lbe slfe d officcc, rs fË€otod by tbe Nmin¡ing CÚ'tñ'fÛee æd duty dEßdby ùe Ch4É€r Bo¡nd, sas
made by Rm Sædnrs, smdod by Drigbt K¡¡nE- Itotln cffiid

A mlirn to 4poiú Stþ Sædersm to serve a ftoe !Øú |p''n m úe Boud wes mede by BiIl }t¡cKenab,
secæded by Rl* Itcuey. ùfoürn crried-

A mtir¡ b qpoid Atú F-1*' Cûy l+'ff, æd Jæ h¡o úo sewe ¿ one year ûFrrr o - e Boüd was m¡de
by Bil f¡¡cXenú, çæsr¿ed þy Demb $rawbridge. Itotln crr¡tg¡l

A mtln tD rædd Gút B€dt ûo serye ¡s ¡ Ì'-ecrrtiye Offis m ùe E¡ænive Cmifæ was rnzle by
Bill lttacKe¡ú, mdod by llm Sh¿wtey. Itotln cæird-

There being no f¡¡rther business ûo be conducted by this special session of the Chapter Boa¡d of Direcûors,
Boa¡d Chairman Gary Beatty recessed the meeting at9:20 a.m., on Satr:rday, April 7, 2001, and directed the
Boa¡d to ¡econvene at 8:00 a-m., on Sunday, April 8, 2001.

PENIiTSTLVANIA OIAPITR.
NATIONAL WILD TT]RKET TEDERATION

BOARD OF DIRDCTORS MEEUNG
Apdl8, 2(X)l

Hiddã Valby, Peonsytvoia

Following the Pledge of Allegiance to ou¡ Flag, the April 2001 Board of Directors Meeting of the Pennsylvania
Chapter of the National lVild Turkey Federation was called to order by Board Chairman Gary Beaty at 8:03
4.m., on Sunday, April 8, 2001. It was then noted that a quorum was present, and the Pennsylvania Chapter
could conduct the br¡siness ûo come before it.

After welcoming everyone to the meeting, Board Chaimran Gary Beatty reviewed and explained the ground
rules for our meeting. Ttre floor wa-s then opened for officer reports.
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IruIilDENTS REEORT: Chapte¡ P¡esident Don O'Brien provided the Boa¡d with a written report of his
activities.

VIGPRESIDENTSREFORT! Chapter Vice President Carl Mowry provided the Boa¡d with a written report
of his activities.

SDCRETAR$ REPIORt Chapær Secretary Rick Moroney asked if there were any additions or corrections to
be made to the January 2001 Minuæs. It was mentioned that the Minutes should reflect that ou¡ January 2001

Boa¡d meeting wa.s held on Sunday and not Saturday. There being no other correctiotlt¡ or additions made, ¡
mtln b eccetrÍ úe lurry ãþ1 ltÆn¡es, es mecúe{ was rnzle by Rm Sædnr* secmdod by Dm
Shewftey. Itollncæi¡d-

IREASIRERS REDORT Chapter Treasu¡er Howa¡d Meyers reported that cash in the bank begiruring the
period which ended Ma¡ch 31, 2001 was $11,475.ó5. Total revenue, year-to-date, was $59,787.59. Total
expenses, year-to-dat€, was $6ó,454.60,leaving a checkbook balance at the end of the period at $4808.64.
A66¡lnb rooeÉúeTreas¡¡e/s Rfpct, asF€sede{ was medeby Demis $¡awhidge' smdedby
DçightKrrû- Dfdincæld-

GAIRMAI{OFTHEBOARDRESORT Chaimran Gary Beatty stated thathe would coverthebusiness he

had to rqlort under other agenda items.

NWm WOMEN IN lHE OIIÎDOORS WITO Coordinator Tammy Mowry reported that 14 events have been

scheduled for this year in pennsylvania. Tanmy feels that she will meet or be close to reaching her goal of 20
evenets by year's end. A mtln to imease Wm in üe Otndoafimding fa erents to $5m-00 w¡s rn¡de

by Bitl lf¡cKertú, soos'dod by Cd ttlowry. Itlotirn cæi.d-

NWIF REGIONAL FIEIÐ SIJTRVEOR RfS Larry Holjencin re'pofled that 255 bags of Stn¡t & Rut were
purcha.sed ttuough the seed subsidy program. This was approximæely $5500.00 of the $10,000.00 allotted
for the program. As a result, orders were still being filled afær the deadline.

SpcrFr¡nù Thus far, 102 Super Fund projects have beeri funded in 2001. We have deposiæd

$90,798.00 into the account, a¡rd have spent $239,249.00. Although the account currently shows a
deficit, it does notreflect spring banquet deposits, which will more than cover the costs.

Ited€shþ: Presently, Pennsylvania is ra¡rked second with 19,14ó members. Illinois is first wittl
28,219 memb€,ts, and Wisconcin third with 18,871 members.

ãþ2 Awards Dim Larry re'ported that ot¡r convention is penciled in for January L2,2002 atlhe
Ramada hn in Altoona

IIIWII. IEffiNICAL OOMMIIIEE PGC Wildlife Biologist Mary Jo Ca.salena reported that the Game

Commission has included a nwild turkey pagen on their website at www.pgc.state.pa-us (select nWhat's

New" or nWildlife" sections). Ttris new section is a comprehensive listing of wild turkey history,
managemerit, biology, hunting information, harvest figures, safety tips, and research in Pen¡¡sylvania, and

it also contains a study joumal, simila¡ to the fawn mortality study joumal. ln addition, the siæ has links
to the PA Chapter and NWTF websiæs.

2!(nO TrúeV lrrrring Rdded Shooüng rrri'lãts In 2000, 23 of 69 hunting incidents were during
turkey seasoru¡, which is one-third of all incidents. Additionally, 18 of 21 incidents (85Vò of people shot in
mistake of game occurred during turkey sea¡¡oru;. Turkey hunærs caused 5 of the 21 in-line-of-fire
incidents (24Vo). Fortunaæly, no fatalities occu¡red duing turkey seasons in 2000.
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TtúetnündLæSisldftn. As reported, the Commissionen will give final consideration to a change in
Title 58, Section L41.45, allowing turkey hunten to use certain turkey blinds, in accordance with the new state
legislæion which passed last December. Under the new regulation, turkey hunters may use any artificial or
manufactu¡ed turkey blind consisting of all manmade materials of sufficient density to block the detection of
movement within the btind from an obsen¡er located outside of the blind. Safety was the driving factor behind
the change. ltre change would take effect immediately, if approved by the PCIC in April. Following some
discussion, e mùn b dd úe r'6d pctabb to lhe blid fegisf¡krr, in m effqt to avoid qhrh¡tsh¡nfies

bcing hft in ùe üúet wood+ wes rn¡da by Rilt Mcuey, secædod by BiIl MacKe¡ú- Itotln c'rriêd-

W¡U TrúEy Re¡ezch in l}lA 7B: Fieldwork for the 2.5-year wild turkey resea¡ch study in Adams,
Cumberland, and Franklin counties continues, as the resea¡ch team has just completed their second winter of
turkey rapping. Using rocket nets, the team napped turkeys within the study area, placed bacþack style
tra¡smitters on the he,ns, and released them at the Eap siæ to monitor turkey survival, reproductive sucoess

and habitat r¡se in orde,r ûo determine why the turkey population ha.s declined on TlvfA 78. Winûer trapping
began in mid-January. In early January, the research team began int,ensively scouting the Michaux State Forest

and zurrounding woods for floclcs to trap. This included taking loug hikes through the woods in hopes of
finding turkey sign. The reseatch team also used ûelemetry while hiking to observe many of the radio-tagged
hens to see how many other nunma¡kedn hens they were flocked with. Ttlis method of finding flocks proved
very useful. Ttre resea¡ch team also relied heavily on information provided by private landowners and Bu¡eau
of Forestry personnel. Early inø the season the team tealizd,that tapping was not going o be easy this winær.
Snow was not deep a¡¡d natr.¡¡al food was abundant, making it difficult to atüact turkeys to the bait. However,
with the increased snowfall in February, trapping improved, and the tea¡n successfully augmented their sample
size of hens wea¡ing radio transminers.

The resea¡ctr team entered the winær trapping seasoû monitoring 42 hens in TMA 78. As re,ported

before, one of those 42he'r" was missing. Her status has not c,hanged. Two additional hens are missing. Both
hens were together in the Caledonia State Park a¡ea, and their signals were lost on the same day (i.e., one day
they were pres€nt and the nexf day they were gone). The last day these hens were heard was January 3,200L.
After searching for both transmitter signals over several days and nights, the area they were last observed was

investigared. Evidence was found along Rt 223 jtstsouth of Milesbr¡m Road, suggesting that a vehicle could
have killed one or more turkeys when the turkeys crossed the road. This flock regularly crossed Rr 223 so a

collision may have been the car¡se. However, the researctr team can merely speculate because only fealhers
were found in the area ff æyæ hrq infsrndln reggding a tuúey-vebicb collisln in ftis erea the reseach
team ror¡ld ægoci¡æ úe rssi{ace wüh fin¡lÞing úe fde of ÉEee lee hens There also were three other
known mortalities of her¡.s prior to winær trapping. An avian predaûor (hawk or owl) killed the first hen. The
second hen was killed after consuming rodenticide pellets that were legally applied to an apple orct¡ard.
Spreading rodenticide during the late fall is a þal method of managing rodents in orchards but, turfortunately,
ifcan, on occasion, can¡se mortality to nontarget species like wild turkeys. Ttre research team is investigating
a hair sample left on a briar patctr by a mammalia¡r predator where ttre thi¡d mortality occu¡red. The three
mortalities, along with the th¡ee missing hens, brought the sample size to 3ó tansmitterred hens.

Ttre research team trapped 35 hen turkeys at five locations ttroughout Michar¡n Staæ Forest and

surrounding areas, nearly doubling their sample size. One hen was a recapture from last winær. All others

were rew additions to the study, boosting the sample size to 70 hens. The total number of turkeys radio-
tagged to date, including those her¡s that died during the study, is 120 hens. The team lost one of the 34 new

hens to an unknown cause of mortality. Only the tansminer was found undemeath the snow with no evidence

of what killed the trkey.
Currently, the resea¡ch team is monitoring 69 hens in TMA 78. Sixeen are juvenile hens, and the

remaining 53 are adult hens. These hens a¡e distibuted across TMA 78 from the King's Gap area at the
northern end to the Fountain DaIe a¡ea to the south.

the TMA 78 turkey resea¡ch staff will be monitoring each hukey's movements closely. Careful
telemetry locations will be taken daily as nesting season approaches, so the team will know exactly if, when,

a¡d where each hen begins nesting. Last spring, the fint hen with a trarumitter began incubation on Aprtl27,
which means she began laying eggs in mid-April. Telemetry equipment allows the team to remotely monitor
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the hens without distubing them off their nests.

TIvfA ?3 Task Face The Task Force met on Tuesday, April 3. Don Heckman questioned if the

resea¡ch study should be extended through the summer of.2002 to collect data on a third nesting season. Last

year, the study was extended from the original two years to 2.5 years in order to collect three years olqaþ
ä*i"g the fall turkey hunting season. Currently, fieldwork is to end during the winter of.2002. Ttre PGC does

not hãve money budgeted for a third nesting sea¡¡on. PGC Wildlife Biologist Mary Jo Casalena will determine

the funds necessary to fturd three biologists aides through August 2002 (ndpossibly purchase telemetry

transmitters), and will conduct a cost-benefit analysis.
Several task force members will conduct the fourth annual Michaux Turkey Summer Sighting Survey,

a weekly survey carried out from June-August to record the turkeys seen while driving 30-mile routes. Data is

rxed to help determine population trends.
At the recommendation of the Task Force, the Michaux-Yellow Breeches chapter submitted and

rec¿ived Super Fgnd money ($8000.00) to mow 40 permanent herbacious openings (81 acres) on the Michaux
State Forest during July. Research team memben will monitor turkey r¡se of these mowed openings ûo

deærmine the irnporance of mowing for turkey broods on this study area.

Tr4 æd Træsfer Efforts to restore wild turkey populations in southeastern Pennsylvania were a
great success this past winter. Two hund¡ed thirty wild turkeys (168 female.s, 62 males) were relocated to 10

ielease sites in soutttem B€rks (1 site), Chesûer (3 sites), southern Lancaster (2 sites), and York (4 sites)

counties. Tgrkeys were trapped from across the state where landowners desired to have ttukeys trapped or
where tukey-hunting opportnnities were limited. To facilitaæ restoration efforts, the Commissioners gave

preliminary approvalin January to close the fall turkey-hunting sea¡¡on throughout TMA 94. Spting gobbler

ie.sott wili nof Ue closed in TMA 9A as spring gobbler hunting has been shown ûo not impact wild turkey
popularions.

Tlúey rrunr€rSurvcfr In accordance with the Pennsylvania Wild Tu¡kèy Manage_qent Plan, an_

updated Tr¡rkey Hunte,r Survey will be conducted this spring. This is an update from the 1995 Sunrey. The

Z'00t tu¡tey liunter Survey questionaire has been drafted and reviewed. A pilot survey will be -"il$ T
April ûo 100 randomly selected turkey hr¡nters before frnal ir¡strument design. Ttre survey will be mailecl to a

randomly selected sa.rrple of 5000 turkey hunters after the conclusion of the upcoming spring se¡$on. Results

will be available later this fall.

WifTúeyPopr¡llln}fodelsürd¡l: Principal Investigator,Gary Norman, provided 
" 

fi{di"g
agreement te'mplate which each state chapter may use and replace the sections in bold as needed. Dr.

K-ennamer would like these ag¡eements signed and submitted by May. Dr. Berkson (From VA Tech) has

tentatively selected a stud€nt and would like to fnahzn ft¡nding also. Ttre a.mourit is slightly higher than was

initially pianned, but Vermont and New Jersey were unable to particþate. Estimated projal^c-o{¡3r_ei_(may
be reduced if æaching assistanships become available.) 2001-$26,8 43; 2002-$25,L8t; 2003'827,t97: a¡d
2004-s26.516.

NWIr Regin¡I Wild Trúey Bbhgi* The N'WTF Technicat Committee and PA Cha¡er is pleased Ûo

a¡rnounce Aat gob Eriksen, from NiOepartment of Fish, Game, and Wildlife will fill this position begiruring

May 1, 2001. We all a¡e eager to work with Bob and welcome him to the PA flock.

NWIf Cmvedln: Commissionen Vern Shaffer, Sam Dunkle, and Roxa¡n Palone, Deputy Director

Larry Hanhaw, and PCC-NWTF Technical Committee Representatives Robert Boyd and Mary Jo Casalena

attended this worttrwhile and €rit€rtaining evenl Ttre commiuee meetings were well attended and we came

away from the convention with a better understanding of turkey management and resea¡ch. This also gave us

the opp and administators from across the country to learn about

curent iate the support from the Chapter that makes our attenda¡rce

there possible.
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ffiUnderthefirstiæmofcommunications,theChapterreceivedathank-youleüerfrom
Commissioner Sam Dunkle relative to his attendance at the NWTF convention.

Received a thank-you letter f¡om Lee Humberg for our support of his resea¡ch work on TMA 78.
It was noted that the April issue of 'Outdoor Timesn contained an article about the Chapter. Copies of

this issue wer,e disributed to the Board.

G)MMIIIEERFORISI Youth Committee Chairman Bill MacKereth reported that YHEC had received our
Chapter's donalion, and were appreciative of ou¡ supporl As reported, the YHEC National Shoot will be held
in New Mexico this year. YHEC shoot at Scotia Range will be held on Saturday, Jr¡re 16, 2001. Bill is seeking
Chapter volunteers ø help with this event. Along those lines, Don Heckman mentioned that it has been
nrmored that the Game Commission was giving consideration to withd¡awing their support of the YHEC
progratn. Some concern was Ð(pressed over futr¡¡e financial and volunteer support of the progrÍIm. It was
believed that the NRA would pledge $20,000.00 ûo support the YHEC program.

JAKESÊ Chairn¡an Bill MacKereth reported that the checkbook balance was $12,930.61. Ttrus fa¡,
2733 JAKES memhrship have been issued through the raffle. We still have 1537 JAKES memberships
available forthe chapters who have not yet taken full advantage of their alloment through the JAKES raffle
program. It was discussed that consideration might be given to allowing chapters who ale, for some re¿¡son,

r¡nable to sign up enough JAKES members to cover their eligible allotment to give that allotment to another
chapter. Bill was directed by the Boa¡d to mail a letter to local chapter presidents to more thoroughly explain
the progran and concept of exchanging membership eligibi¡ity. In other business, emtlntodon¡reaframod
Eid to úe YHDC gogrû w¡s rn¡de by Pr-' Sæùr¡s, smrded by D€mis Wwt¡¿ge. ltdi.n cæi¡d-

PlilI C,userrltln Scümt It was rumored that PSU was considering the possibility of closing their
conservation school. Along those lines, Skip Sandenon and Reed Job¡son were directed to formulate a letter
to investigale this ¡¡srs¡ and to express our supporlinterest in kee,ping the school open.

EefutCmitÞec Chaim¡an Reed Johnson reported that32 chapters responded to the seedling
program. The seed program received respotu¡es from the Bu¡eau of Forestry (7 districts), PCIC (all regions),
and most of our local ctrapters. It was noted tt¡at the PGC and Bu¡eau of Forestry provided much needed help
and assist""ce with the distibution of seed through the seed program. Over 20 tractor Eailer loads of seed was
distibuted across Pennsylvania- (Birds are singing and wildlife species are dancing wittr joy in woodlands and
fields tb¡oughoutPe."'sylv¡niq thanks to all who participaled in this most worthwhile project - 'Fed & Alive.")
A big tip of the camo hat and salute is extended ûo Reed Johnson for all his hard work and commitmenl to thi.s

project and other habitat progruD¡¡. thet Yø! In other br¡siness, it was suggested that work should begin on
updating the habiu brochure with a draft ûo be available for the June or August meeting.

'Tutey TdH Jeff Mulhollem spoke to the Boa¡d and discr¡ssed his proposal for publishing "Turkey
Talk." Much discr¡ssion took place prior to and following Jeffs presørtation to the Board. Following this
discussion, r din b qlt Jefi lfthollem's gqml to pr¡büú Dd rervre rs edi¡r of Trúey T¡lk' ras
m¡de by Bitl l¡¡cXerefr, mdodby Dm g¡.¡''.'o' Itdim culd-

Ptdi¡nrl ft?írç Chairman Skip Sanderson reported that most of the 25th aniversary iæms have
been sold out. Conceming Make A Wish, Skip reported that response wa,s very poor. An official application
was submitted ûo Penr¡Dot for a Chapter license plate. The tirst draft of the proposed ad for the Hunting Digest
was made available for review and changes. Relative to the licer¡se plate, much discr¡ssion took place regarding
whether to use the state or natioaal logo on the license plaæ. It wa¡¡ a consensus of the Boa¡d to use the NWTF
logo.

n+erSuepl¡æ Chairman Dennis Strawbridge reported that Ray Smith has taken steps to acquire
plastic rewa¡d post€rs. Dennis indicated that we needed to order more letterhead and envelopes. It was

emphasized that the state logo would remain on new letterhead and envelopes.
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G¡o Rtfñ€ Chairman Howa¡d Meyen reported that about 600 tickets were not sold. It was also

reported that some of the exhibitors at ou¡ state convention were complaining about the lack of sales.

Otherwise, Howa¡d felt that the convention went really well and was successful.

OIÐ BIFINESS Under the first iæm of Old Business, Rick Moroney suggested that the Board should consider
purctrasing a word processor and a fax machine for our new Chapter secretary. Rick mentioned that he has an

old typewriter, word processor, and a computer that belongs to the Chapter, but these machines a¡e outdated
and g)<tremely slow compared with today's technologically improved equipment. Along those lines, amtln
toprcbareaucdpowædafax m¡chftretobeusodbytheCt4ferseqetæy, dacoúnotþ errrod
Só(n.00, ¡16 ''wle þy Demis ffiidge, secmded by Dm Sh¡weey. Itotln culd-

NEW BIISINEII Under the first iæm of New Business, Larry Holjencin suggested that the Board should
consider providing two complimentary meal tickets to local chapters who are receiving an awa¡d at the Chapter
awards banquet. Cost to the Chapter would be approximately $2000.00. According to Larry, this just feels
righq since we are ûelling chapters thæ they are receiving an award, and could they send two representatives.

Oh, and by the way, you need to purchase two banquet tickets... Following some discussion, it was decided
thar the Boa¡d could not make a decision on Larry's suggestion until after reviewing the awards banquet report
from January 200L.

In otherbusiness, ¿mtlnbpuchaæfordigitalc'rr=l¡sfcCb@err¡se, dadd$45()-ü)--h,
s¡s mrde by l)oo He.{ryn¡n, smdod by Cd liorry. Iltotln c'"r¡e¿ As a sidebar ûo the motion, it was
suggested that the cameras would be distibuted to ou¡ two RDs; Larry and Jerry, WITO Coordinator; Tammy,
and or¡r NIWTF Regional Biologist; Bob Eriksen, so that they can take pictures of Chapter events and help to
provide a photographic documentation of our Chapter story.

EIEPrognn Don Heckman mentioned that the PGC was taking steps ûo retool their Hunær, Trap¡rer,
Education program. It was suggested that the Chapter should seek permission from the PCIC to be allowed to
provide input and suggestions to the PGC's decision making prcrcess e¡ this maüer.

Sete (he r'î.ls Aóvitry Cmiræ Don Heckman reported that the Chapter provided input for
Staæ Game Lands recommendations. Copies of oru input were provided to the Boa¡d.

WiH Túey Enntrng $ry: It was reported that legislators are preparing to submit a proposed Bill
before the Hot¡se Game and Fisheries Committee for consideration of a turkey hunting stanp. It was suggesæd
that the Ctapter should meet with PGC personnel and state legislators in an effort to delay this proposal, and ûo

help assure tha! if necessary, it is done righf The current proposal is for a spring stamp for $5.00 for aduls
only - no juniors, no s€niors, no fall season, and no earma¡ked funds. Bottom Line: We need to work with the
Game Commission and legislaton to iron out the w¡inkles.

POWÆ It was suggesæd that the Chapter Executive Committee should receive the POWA directory
and newsletter. Our dues to the POWA need to be paid, if not already done so. Chapter President Don O'Brien
wa^s making arrangemerits to attend the POWA breakout session in May.

Cb4ÉerAtrl¡¡irn- Don Heckman mentioned that a Board decision needed to be made in June to
determine whether ornot the Chapter should continue to be represenæd with the Pennsylvania Sportsmen's

Coalition, Ilabitat Alliance Committee, Consenration Alliance, and the Governor's Sportsmen's Advisory
Comminee.

roimtry Cmventln Rfpcc Howard Meyers reported that income was $43,3ó0.00, and experu¡es

were $18,97729 pnot to the convention. A final report of all income and expenses will be available for the
June Boa¡d meeting.
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nq.ign-tirn Howard Meyers announced that he would be resigning as Chapter trea.su¡er following the
June Board meeting. As an NRA representative, Howard felt very strongly that a financial donation should
have been made to the NRA during the NWTF convention, especially since NRA President Cha¡lton Heston
was a featured speaker at the national convention.

G(X)D OFIffi ORDExl: The Chapter has been asked to provide guides for POWA members who wish to go
turkey hunting during ttre PowA spring meeting in Mercer county during May 20Q2.

The June Boa¡d meeting of the Boa¡d will be held June 2,200L at the Moshannon State Forest Distict
office. The Executive Committee will meet Friday night, June l, 2001, atReed Johnson's camp in Clearfield
county.

Dan Roessner has taken a new job in Erie, and will be moving from Oil City. His e-mail address is no
longer in effecl Use Dan's home number and leave a message, r:ntil things a¡e worked out.

Carl Mowry mentioned that "First Day's Night" prints (40) are available to those who can use them at
chapter banquets. Cost is $40.00 per framed print.

It was mentioned that Mary Jo Casalena had an excellent article published in WITO magazine.

Don Heckman tbånked Rick Moroney for his 15 years of Chapter service.

There being no furttrer business to come before the Board, a mtln to edim üe meering wrs mzle by Rm
Smù¡+mdedþD€mis&açfoidge- f,fotlnc"r¡a¿ TheApril2001 meetingof thePenruylvania
Chapter Board of Directon was adjoumd, at 12:34 p.m., on Sunday, April 8, 2001.

Respectfu lly submitted,

Richard E. Moroney, Secretary
Peonsylv¡nia Chapter
National Wild Tu¡key Federation

Dircølns b Bo¡rd ìtdin$ Meeting \Mill be held at the Distict Forest Office in S.B. Elliott Staæ Pa¡k.
Frm üe We* Take I-80 east ûo Exit #18 / Clearfield-Penfield Exit. Turn left onto Rt 153. Cross over I-80 to
first road on Right.
FrmúeEast Take I-80 west to Exit #18. Turn right onto Route 153. Go to first road on Right.

E¡ec¡¡iveCmirælteding: Meeting will be held at Reed's camp off Curry Run Road.
Frm üe West Take I-80 east to Exit #19. Tum onûo Route 879 south towards Cu¡wensville. Follow Route
879 ø Crrampion. Bea¡ left onûo Route 2.19 south owa¡ds Matraffey. At Curry ftr'n, tutn Rigbt onto Curry Rrur
Road. ff yqr pûss stæ cl¡úch æ H travding sqlü æ Rqfe 219, yøtmiqsed üe t¡rn off.) Follow Curry
Run Road for approximarely 3.5 miles. Reed's camp is down the hill on Left. Look for signs.

Frm úe lr-t Take I-80 west to Exit #19. Folbs dirculns ft'om üe s€d given above-

GoodhrckrDdh¡yernberræring lrilrn¡*srctbe¡ngepütof úedr-leinm¡kingæddlof yqr Iront
rnics úe neefingp.
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PENNS:YLVANIA GIAPTER
NATIONÁL WILD TIJRKE"T FEDENATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS METING
Janu.ry L4,2Wl

Stale Coll€ge, Pennsylvania

Following the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag, the January 2001 Board of Directors meeting of the
Pennsylvania Chapter of the National Wild Tu¡key Federation was called to order by Board Chairman Gary
Beatty at 9:06 a.m., on Saturday, January 74, 2001. It wa.s then noted that a quorum w¿ui present, and the
Pennsylvania Chapter could conduct the business to come before it.

After welcoming everyone to the meeting, Boa¡d Chairman Crry g""t y reviewed and explained rhe ground
rules for ou meeting. The floor was then opened for officer reports. 

.:
PRESIDENTS RFORT. Chapter kesident Don O'Brien provided the Boa¡d with a wriuen report of his
activities. kesident O'Brieri also mentioned that he had a report from Mark Davis on where the DART system
was used last year a¡¡d a schedule for this year.

SDREIAR$REDORT! Acting Secretary Bill MacKereth asked if there were any correctioru¡ or additions to
be made to the October 2000 Minutes. As noted, on the last page, under Good of the Order, it was reported that
Charles he[, a member of the Susqúehma Chæter, had died as a result of a hunting accidenl This was
corrected to read: ...Charles Pardoe, a member of the süsqr'€h'nrr- IÆtbeads Ch4fer, had died...

There being no fu¡ther additions or corrections to the October 2000 Minutes, emlinto æ€ptlüe
OcfoberZ)ffillfiEúes,ascme<re{wasmadebyDmsharetey,secædedbyRmsandn¡s. It oti<nc'r'i{¿

TREASURERSRËAORT! Treasu¡er Howard Meyers reported that, forthe period er¡ding December 31,2000,
ou¡ checking account balance was $13,233.39, and our inventory (fair market value) was $ó773.00, which
brought or¡¡ total assets to 520,006.39, with no liabilities. Total rev€nue for the p€riod was $47,068.59, and
our total operating expense forthe period was $45,310.85, leaving a budget balance of.51757.74.

As reported, cash in the bank (beginning) was $l1,475.ó5, and income received for the period was
$47,068.59, giving us total cash available of $58,54 4.24. Total expeîses for the period was $45,310.85,
leaving cash in the bank (ending) at $13,233.39. A mtln to æ4.fuTreas¡re/s R€po4 as presenld was
rn rle by lþq llectrn¡n, secmded by Demis Strawhidge. Ilrotln c'ni"d-

VICE IR.ESIDENTS REFORT: Vice President Ca¡l Mowry provided the Board with a wrinen report of his
activities.

CEAIRMAN OFTEE BOARD RFORT: Board Chairman Gary Beatty indicated that anything he had to
report would be cove¡ed under Old and New Business.



NWTFWOnfUVINIEE OUTDOORSi WITO Coordinator Tammy Mowry repoted thatthere were 11 WITO
events held in Pennsylvania last year. Currently, Pennsylvania has 1311 WITO members. Nationally, we have
26,394 membe¡s. Goals for 2001 a¡e to host 20-25 events, have at least five events ¡each Golden Hen status,
and to reach 2000 members. Tammy is looking forward to a rewa¡ding year, and looking forward to working
q'ith all the chapters to host great events. Boüom r-in€ With over 65 chapters in the state, these goals should
not be ha¡d to reach, but will require the cooperation of everyone.

NWff nfgOXAI- REnORt I.MTF Senior Regional Field Supervisor Jerry Zimmerman reported that, as of
the last issue of nTurkey Call,n we had 18,041 NWTF members in Pennsylvania (10,ó70 a¿ulrs) and (6140
JAKES).

SuperRmú ln 2000, there was 5415,279.79 deposiled into the Penruylvania Super Fr:¡¡d account. We
speat $393,2U.99 on2l4 projects in Pennsylvania. A big tip of the camo hat, and a sharp salute, is extended
to all of our Pennsylvania chapters, membership banquet chaþersons, and banquet comminee members for all
your hard work, commitrnent, and support. You've answered the call... When you hear that resounding gobble
reverberating down Pennsylvania hollows and valleys this spring, you can take pride in the knowledge that
YOU are a part of the wild turkey success story. Thank You!

I-ocal Ch4iæ As reported, a ne!ù ctrapter was organized in eastem Pennsylvuria (Upper Delawa¡e
Limbhangers), which brrings our total to ó7 chapters in PA.

Bæqt¡er Awüdsc SRFS Jerry Zimmerman gavé a brief report of the Awa¡ds Banquet held on Friday

"ighr 
As mentioned, 36 chapters achieved Goldeo Gobbler stah¡s, and26 cbapters achieved Grand SIam

status. Local Chapter#1 took first place, Armenia Mount¡in Spurs was second, and Whitehorse Mount"in was
third in the Ron Såndnrs Local Chapter Awards. Best new banquet was Allegheny Vatley. Most improved
chapter was A¡menia Mor¡ntain Sp,¡rs. High net to gross p€rcsttage was Sherman's Valley (94%). And the
most JAKES was I¡cal Chapter #1 (547). Boa¡d Chaiman Gary Beatty thanked everyone for rheir ha¡d work
and effo¡t in improving their banquets every year.

Ihpcr terd ìtdedþ: As reported, or:r organization has developed a monthly payment plan for
upper level men¡berships through ba¡k dnfts anC/or c¡edit cards. This would cover all rnembership levels
above the annual sponsor membership level.

Et¡nt'ng re'ít'g' Rmú SRFS Jerry Zimmern¡an reported that NWTF CEO Rob Keck presented a
$250,000.00 check to the National Shooting Spors Fot¡ndation at the Shot Show, with a pledgã to donate an
equal anount ov€r the next four years ($1 million). This donation will help the gun manufactr¡¡ers with their
litigation overbeing sued by cit,t govemments, and will help to promote firearm safety. It is inportant to note
that these fi¡nds are being donated by NWTF chapters throughout tbe United States and, lhus far, we a¡e the
only cooservation organization to have done so. The Pe.'.sylvania Chapter has pledged $10,000.00 for the
next for¡¡ years ($40,000.00) ûowa¡ds this effort ûo preserve the Second Amendment and or¡¡ hunting heritage.

NWIT REQONAL BEFORT l'I\yTF Regional I'ield Supervisor Larry Holjencin reported briefly about the
upcoming l.IlVTF convention in February.

É'rt of a Liifelirrq RFS Larry Holjencin reported- rhat Dave kingle s/¿rs our sponsor hunt winner, and
will be hunting, shar¡spurred, longbeards this spting in Montanna. Dave signed up a¡¡ a sponsor at the Wolf
Creek longbeards banquet. Ot¡r JAKES hunt winner was Abe Jacobs, who signed up at the Sherman's Valley
banquel Abe wíll be hrmting out of "Gobblers Campn in Cneene County, Pennsylvania this spring (May 3,45).

NWIT TBENICÂL COITIMITIEE PGC Wildlife Management Assistânt Director Bob Boyd reported that the
preliminary fatl 2000 hrvest report ca¡d counts wcre 8.3Vo lower than this time last year. Last fall's harvest of
37,800 turkeys was a record barvest. It is expected thar the fall 2000 urkey harvesls wilt be betrveen 34,000 -
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36,000.

S€asú ild Bag I irnit Remrmmendali<ns fu reported, Pennsylvania's wild turkey populations
continues to grow, as evidenced by recent harvest and summer sighting Eends. Report ca¡d counts from the
spring 2000 season indicate hunters may have taken 35,000 gobblers, which is close to the 1999 record harvest
of over 37,000 gobblen. The 2000 WCO summer turkey sighting survey of 19 turkeys seen per 1000 miles
traveled was stightly higher than last year's record high of 18. The combination of high breeding populations,
warm winters, and abundant food sources over lhe past several yean has resulted in inc¡easing turkey
populations across most of the state.

Bob mentioned that the ïVildlife Bureau wiil recommend maintaining a two-week seí¡son in TMAs 1A
and 18 for the third consecutive year, in order to evaluate harvest impacts of this one-week increase in fall
season length. Similarly, the Bu¡eau will recommend maintainin g a7 -day season (two Saturdays) for the
second consecutive year in TMA 98,lo evaluate this change on the turkey population.

No extensions are recommended in TMAs 3,4,5, ó, and 8, which already have 3-week fall seasons.
Last year,lhe seasons in TMA 6 and 8 were extended to three weeks. Summer sightings in TMA 4 and 5 were
down this year, but spring ha¡vests remain stable. As reported, fall hunting should not be extended in TMA 78
because harvests and summer sighting index values remain among the poorest in the state. Additionally, the
Bureau recommends keeping the season in TMA 78 consistent for the du¡ation of the telementry resea¡ch
project so they can evaluate the impacts of season length on hen su¡¡ival.

The Bureau will also recommend reducing season length in TMA 7A from 3-weeks to 2-weelcs. The
season was exûended to 3-weeks last year. Ttris population fluctuates widely year to year. Spring harvest
dersities have been below the statewide average 5 of 6 years. Only four counties have spring harvest deruities
at or above the statewide average. Ten counties a¡e below the statewide average. TMA 7A has the 4th lowest
average spring harvest density in the state. TTree-week fall seasons have been held 5 times in the last 10 years,

and in 4 of.5 cases the turkey population declined the following yea¡.
The Bu¡eau will recommend closing the fall season in TMA 9A rmtil all suitable habitals have

sustainable urkey populations, i.e., for at least three years following turkey tansfers into 94. fhis is consistent
with the Wild Tu¡key Management Plan. A possible tigger for reopening the fall season should be when spring
harvest densities reach one gobbler per forested square mile for th¡ee consecutive years.

Wild Trúey Reseach - IMA 73: In an effort to inc¡ease the resea¡ch team's sample of radio-tagged
turkeys on TMA 78, the team tapped turkeys throughout the study area from August-September. this fall
tarpping season, in contrast to last year, was not very productive. A¡r abundance of natu¡al foods kept turkeys
from using bait sites on a consistent basis. N127 turkeys üapped were leg-banded, and 11 hens were fitted
wirh radio tansmitt€rs. Turkeys were released at lhe tap site. With the 36 radio-rar¡smittered her¡s from last
year, the resea¡ch team ended üe tapping se:Non with 47 hens being monitored. Currently, the team is
monitoring 38 hens.

In early Ocûober, a juvenile ben was lost to poaching. The fall season on TlvfA 78 was held October
28 - Novernb€r 4. Hunting pressure was lower than last year, particularly in the Michaux State Forest. Only 2
of the 46 turkeys with radio transmiu€rs were killed. One bird, a juvenile, was shot and not reEieved by a
hunter (a wounding loss) on opening day. An avian predator (hawk or owl) killed the olher, an adrilt, the last
day of the season. This hunting season, the resea¡ch þam monitored more than twice ¡ul many hens as last fall,
yet only one death was hunting related, as opposed to 6 of 22 dúíng the fall 1999 season (including one
wounding loss).

The illegal kill prior t,o the hr¡¡rting season is of particula¡ concem. The team announced the incident to
the public, asking for help with information, which would be kept confider¡tial. A $500.00 rewa¡d was offered
the PA Chapter for information leading to the conviction of the guilty person(s). Unfortunately, another hen
was illegally kitled on November 6,2000. The research team found the tansmitter in a creek along Big Pond
road in the Michaux Staæ Forest. The team members left the transmiuer in the creek overnight ùo presewe the
eviderce, and by the next morning, the guilty party retieved the tansminer and moved it to an unknown
location. However, the resea¡ch team is still seeking information on both cases with the rewa¡d st'rll being
offered. Three additional disappearances of transmittered hens have occurred. One disappeanance occurred
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Thanksgivin gDay, an adult hen that the team had been monitoring for over a year. Two other signals (two

hens from the same flock) disappeared in early January.
The research team has lòmpleted some of the statistical analysis, allowing them to summarize findings

from year one (September 1999 - September 2000). The statistical analysis allows the team to utilize results of
the turkey survival data from their tansmittered hens and expand the results to estimate the survival of the

entire population on the study area, including turkeys that are not transmittered. Survival of adult hens

during yèar one wa¡¡ approximately 28Vo, which is lower than average. Juvenile hen survival was about22Vo-

noughli 757o of.the turkeys did nôt [ve lhrough the first year of study. Average annual.sun'ival rates typically
r*gã from 54 - 62Vo. However, an¡rual sunival va¡ies greatly from year to year. Because of this annual

variability, conducting a multi-year study like this is important.
Ã lo* pe"centage of adult radio-transmittered hens incubated nests, only 73Vo of adult hens and 53Vo

of juvanite hens (one yèar olds). Typically, 88 - L\Wo of adult hens and 42 - L00Vo of juvenile hens.incubate

a nest. At ttris point, the resea¡ch team is not sure what caused the low incubation rate of adults - be it
disturbance, habitat, weather, or other factors.

Survivat of the young (poulrs) was low. Of 21 hens lhat successfully hatched nests, only 7 hgns had at

least one poult alive wittr trerfour weeks later. (The first fou¡ weeks of a poult's life a¡e the most critical, after

which survival usually inc¡eases substantially). This year the radio-tagged hens did not produce enough pouls
to replace themselves. The research æam believes that the prolonged wet weather after haæhing may have

been-a large factor in the low sun¡ival rate of poulb. Unfortunately, weather is not a factor that can be

contolled. Fortunately 1999's production was very good. Again, high variability occurs from year to year.

Wint€r trapping runs from mid-January to midlate Ma¡ch. The team welcomes volunteers. Please

conract PGC Witdlife Biologist Mary Jo C¿salena for information about volunteering to tr¿p wild turkeys at the

study area.

TI¡{A ?,B \P-ild Tuúet Task Force On Sunday, September 24,2000. the Task }brce a¡rd Upper Adams

County Gane and Frsh Association preseoted a turkey rocket-netting demonstration and updates on TMA 78
Task Force and turkey research studt. Upper Adams County Game and Fish Association hosted the worksbop

which c/as attended by 35 people. 
-

The Task Force recommended that the 40 permanent herbacious openings on the Michaux State Forest

be maintained with anns¿l mowing. Maintaining these
aspect that may help ttukey poult sr:rvival. The telemet
past surDm€r. The Bu¡eau of Foresky does not have the

The BOFhas submitted a State Super Frnd ho¡
contract the mowing ûo an outside vendor. The resea¡cl
to deterrrine the,þnortance ofmowing to turkeys. .; . -

Bbbdf AllePæitimoTMA TBz Arequest was made to help maintain employment fgr lild
Turkey Biologist Aide, Iæe Humberg, through the end of the field research, November 2001' Following some

discussion,
úo rnrínt¡¡n
by Ray S'r''¡rfi l¡otln cüld- Deteil,s a¡¡d the neccessity of this request were fully discr¡ssed at the Chapter

Boa¡d meeting.

R€giæal Wild Trúey Popr¡laún ìtodet Professor James Berkson, Ph.D. from Virginia Polytechnical

Institute (VA Tech), and the Virginia Deparünent of Game a¡rd Inland Fisheries have proposed a four year

proJect t,o develop a computerized wild turkey populati
working with the turkey biologisæ ând databa.ses from
build a new harvest management tool which would incc

ìvbwry- lrotinct-i"d-
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the PGC Executive Office will submit a request to the
TF ro financially suppot this new NWTF position. The
The Bureau of Wildlife Management fully supports this

proposal.

Spring and FaIl ãXÐ Trr&ey Hunting Related Shooting Inciderrrs: Since 1992, when fluorescento fall hunting, hunting related shooting incidens have dropped. There were| 6 in 1999), and no fatal incidents (l in L999). This represents l6.ZVoof the6 Six victims were shot for game wiü 5 of 6 not *eating flourescent
orange,

During the spring se¿u¡on lhere were 13 nonfatal incidents (14 in 1999) and no fatal incidents (0 in
1999). Unlike the decrease of incidents in the fall since the flou¡escent orange requirement, there has not been
a decrease in spring hunting related shooting incidens since the 1993 requiremeni of wearing flourescent
orange while moving during the spring season. Twelve victims were shot for game, only onã of which was
wafking and the victim was.wearing flou¡escent orange. Positions of the othervictims were standing (3),
sitting (8), and unknown (1).

Dickl. å:i,1ffå3l]l"ï:il'i"?ffi:"i',#l;
It takes rn meeting, the Bu¡eau of Wildlife Managem-ent
recommended supporting this legislation. This recomme¡dation was based on the fact that hunting safety will
not be sacrific¿d if current flourescent orange regulations are retained. Additionally, use of blinds-to avoid
detection while calling to wild turkeys should not be corsidered unethical unless dóne in proximity ûo bait
Pennsylvania was one of only four states that prohibited the use of blinds while hunting turkeys.

Winfer æOf Trúet Tr¿p & Træder In an effort to complete Pennsylvania's turkey restoration lhe
PGC will be ransferring turkeys into TMA 94, which includes parts of York, Lancaster, Chester, and soulhem
Berks counties. If conditions permit, 150-200 turkeys will be released, at a sex ratio of th¡ee hens per one
gobbler. The PGC Bu¡eau of \ilitdlife Mr"agement and Southeast regional staff determined 10-12 release siæs
that a¡e suitable for wild turkey releases based on a set of c¡iteria. Land ownership and accqss for hunters also
were considered. To facilitaæ this restoration,lhe Bureau is recommending a closed fall turkey hunting season
throughout TMA 94. Turkeys will be trapped c¡ithin Penruylvania on lands closed to pubtic hunting Ãd whoe
there are strplus turkeys. All turkeys will be leg-banded. Spring gobbler season wilt not be closed i¡ ttr,tA 94,
as spring gobblerhunting has been shorvn to not impact wild turkey populatioru

Túe, Eñfngs¡¡ryct: As repofed, the PGC conducted a survey in 1995, and planned to do another
survey in 2000. Pr,eserrtly, a survey is being fomratted for possible release following rfre 2OOt spring turkey
season.

COMMUNICATIOITÑ Under the fint ítem of communication, it was noted that the Outdoor Sporcmen's Club
had published a thank you to or:r Chapter in their newsletter, for ou¡ donation of a print to their club.

Recieved an annual report from the Allegheny National Forest.
Recieved a letter from Jack Crouse.
Recieved a thank you letter from the PGC, for our support of the BOW program.
Recieved a copy of the thank you lener sent to PGC from NWTF, for their supporr of NWTF biologist.

CÐMITITTEEREAORT& JAKES Committee Chairman Bill MacKereth repofed that the checkbook balance of
his October repof was $23,786.90. JAIG mernberships which have been þaid, since October, totaled
$7805.00, with expensî fol postage and envelopes being Sll.29. Total experues were S78l6.2g,leaving a
checkbook balance of $15,970.61, as of 1-10-01. Thus far, 2125IAKE memberships have been paid, ouiof
4221,leaving 2096 morc potential JAKE members who still need to be identified by their respective local
chapters.
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ArtCmittee: Chairman Reed Joh¡rson reported that print and patch sales were slow during the
Christmas season. It was believed, however, that sales would pìck up 

"g-"in 
once the sport shows Uelin. Reea

has been working with \4/ildlife Artist Dan Christ to obt¡in some prints for Chapter donìtions. Reed iuestioned
whether the a¡t prin! are being put to good use when used as handouts at youtñ events. Along those'lines, it
was mentioned úat tle prins are usually used as auction items¡taffles for iund¡aising purposes as opposed to
being randomly distibuted.

Eabi¡tCo'r'rineq Chairman Reed Johnson reported that the Habitat Committee would be meeting
on February 11, in Cenfe County. Reed mentioned that there has been an increase in requests for com
planters due to our involvement in the seed program. The committee continues to sea¡ch-for altemative
seedlings for Japanese baó€rry and autumn olive. In regards to planting crabappte seedlings, it was noted
that seedling protective tubes should be used to preven before they
have a chance to grcv/. A mtln úo h¡ve the Hab,itat 6 fø úe Ch;eær
was rn¡deby l)on rrcnt rn¡n, sec@d€d by Rm Sendn¡s- ìrroti@ cerirrd-

A mtirn wüicü dir€cls e rrærnlw of lhe Hebitat Cornrninee ûo ¡r¡.rd6" prÇe rrred;ng m
yal made by Dm re-Lrn:n, secæded by Dm Shawtey- ì,fo&n
the NWTF has offered Strut & Rut seed mix to Chapter members at

half price. An article will be published in "Turkey Talk." Reed Johnson sent a letter to chapter presidents
explaining the program

l{@ineting Comiree Chaimran Gary Beatty presented the Nominating Committee's slate of officer
candidates to the Boa¡d as follows: hesident - Carl Mowry; Vice hesident - Don Shawkey; Secretary - Bill
MacKereth; Treasu¡er - Howa¡d Meyers; and Chairman of the Boa¡d - Don O'Brien. es rçortea, ten-
candidates were included on the ballot for seats on the Boa¡d. It was noted that Greg Driebelbis has elected to
resign from the Executive Comminee, but would continue to serve on the Boa¡d. Eñc Baker sent a þtter of
resignation, effectiveimmediaæly, due to work conflicts. Dan Roessner has also indicated that he plans to
resign from the Board. Rick Moroney will be resigning from the Boa¡d at the close of the April convention.

*!"!q Regulúim Diec* Chairman Skip Sanderson is working ûo get a two page color ad in the
PC¡C Hunting Regulation Digesl As recorded in the Au fq
i'rchdon in úe IGC tnlrrfng Æg.st, A a
ffacL¡n¡n, secædedby C-'l lfowry- Re discussion, it was decided ûo purchase a two page ad
in the Hr¡nting Digçt rather thp 

"9g9 
p1qe_q+ Along those lines, e ntln b æp¡d 6" *o¡.rs ä"C- Uy

mi[ing (S50æ.m) a4 foserting 610-000.00) ws maae Uy Dm È..¡,-"-, ¡eosrded by ifm silt'--
Itoaln c'ñiê¿ Ïherefore the amended motion is recorded as follows: e -otim to d€,ydh ¡¡ ¡d for ilrh,"i¡r
ia üe PIGC tn-'*O dgeú, d a cd of q4roximdely ¡10,(n0-ü) for úe ¡4 r¡s rn¡da by ñm |:trecfr...,
s€cærl€dbyPgrS¡ndros. }foai¡¡crdê¿,,, . ..- :. ..¡:-r . --rï:

'. :,

signatures before we can submit anapp $f 100.00 to $1400.00 forthe dyeand Chapter would be able to sell 300
ormoreplales. Along those_lines of thought, rmúntofotbwúroüghUys¡¡tmg aür:enseaplicainto
PemDd was made by Rm Sæùrrf secsrded 6y Chd ìfowrjr. Moüm cd€¿

OLD BIJSINESS Under the frnt iæm of Old Br¡siness, President Don O'Brien stated that he would submir a
greensheet request to donate an additional $5000.00 ûo \ryLFA, as per a morion made in Ocûob€r.

Publb ndzrirrlç Don Heckman, once agai¡,emphasized the need for all committee chairman to do
their job and submit news releases about their activities. Tell the Chapter sûory.

NR/t Howa¡d Meyers reported that the NRA
foTJAKES and 1VITO funding.

Foundæion Fund approved all of ou¡ chapters'requests

(o



YHDC A mti<n to l&nlile $2mO-00 lo slppat the Pemsytrmia YHDC prcgram in 2001 was m¡rb
by Dm necma¡, secmded by Bitr ÙfacKe¡etb- Ifoún cæiad-

NEW BIXSINESS¡ Under the first item of New Business, a mtion to døa¡e $2(n0.00 ûo úe PA Federali<n of
Spqtsnens (I¡¡bs ûo help oft€r úe coct of Fblishing a special safefy editi@ of their publicai<n, 'On Tagd'
whlù will be di. rihilêd to studenb at PGC HTE cq¡rses was m¡de by Rm Sandnrs, secmded by Don
Sbawtey. Itdlnc2-id-

Sate Cmvenri<n z0fl,Z. Much rliscr.¡ssion took place about the difficulty we have been having in
getting a convention siæ large enough to hold our state convention and gening a local chapter to host lhe event.
Amti<nûo haveúe onentpeúfent d€cf, æd seded Bodd rnerntps rvüo aepastpresilenS to
rE yÈw possfrililit:s for ¡ s¡e cmveaún mãûÚ,z, Ðd to rcpct beck to üe Boad at úe April r'.etf;ng wes
m¡dc by Dm Hechan, secæ¿ert þ Reed Johsm- MdlE drfrez¡led'.

Following some additional discussion, a mtim ûo cmdr¡ct a me day erent in Jæuary ûo incft¡de an
awz¡ús bæqtÍf ¡nd aBoad n"€.ing m l' ^folbwing day r¿s rn 'le by Dm Hecl"m¡n, s€cæded by R.m
Sandrus- }fo&ncælrd.

Trúey Pder RFS Larry Holjencin reported that George LaVanish requested placing an ad in nTukey

Talk,n advertising his turkey poster, which sells for $20.00, and the Chapter would receive $5.00 from each
posler lhat was sold. George also offered this poster to local chapters for $10.00 each. Following some
discr¡ssion, r mtin b rct ø, Creuge Lrvadsh's offer was made by Rm Sædrr¡s, secmded by Demis
Sastr;¿ge. Motln ¡.ffi.

-fuúet Talh' It was reported that nTT' Editor Larry Smail and nTTn Associate Editor þ¿¡ $ulliv¿¡1 ¿¡s

resigning their positions, and a sea¡ch needed to be conducted to furd a replacement A com¡uite€ was formed
to look for a public relations peñ¡on and a new editor for "Turkey Talk." This commiuee will be draired by
Gary Beatty, and Don O'Brien and Jerry Zimmernan will serr¡e on that commiuee. It was also suggested that
a conüact needs to be written to establish a written agreemeot of responsibilities between our Chapter and the
new edior(s).

IhS¡rúæ Amtinto acolalY ædve.iobeused in cmj¡mcti<nwiÉlhe Ddt
syúen, pÍderr¡bty a25 incrr TyædforåeadVCR, notto -..eed acdof $óæ-0O was madeby Stþ
Srrrlê-sm, s€csrdod by Rm S¡núr'q, ùfoún c2rÌ¡F¿

Clæterkæce It was noted rhat Chapter insurance would be inc¡eased f¡om $500.00 a year to
$750.00 a year. A mtln ûo cmtire ú ins¡ræ oov€rate at the iueased rde çzs Eade by stip
Sædcsæ,sædedby Reed Johsm- l,fotln ffi,

Reinb¡¡s"-pq¡ A mtln to pay lbe If,,S r¡le of L34 per ¡¡ìfp for rÉnb'r¡rsement was rnulê ty 31þ
Sædesæ, æded by Cd tlfowry. Ùfoatn c¡'r'ú

PIGC Cmferæ Amlinto spøsrúePIGC Coderæby døaing $75().00fcúeRinting
Progr¿mspúsdþçt¡ch;ncfu.les afreeboothspæewas madebyHosõd ìteyes, secmdedbyDm

ectm¡n ìtotln ffi.

kint Offer VP Carl Mowry reported that Wildlife Artist Walt Poniaøwski offered to donate 70 "Frst
Days Night" prints ûo the Chapter and to have them matted and framed at a cost of $39.00 each. A mtln ûo

pay the frminghding cost d 7O &nûedprints d a cod of 4'proximddy Snn.W to be used a Ch@er,
JAKES' æd WITO etleÑ was mde þ Stþ Smde*æ, secæded by Reed Johsæ- ì,foún c'ñ¡e¿

Túcy Reçzú Amfln¡oiueaseqrr¡e;wadfamvirúnof apeson(s) wtobasittpg2fyÞil|€d

CN



a wild ürùey in Femsytvæia froh $100.00 to $500.00, effedive irnrrred'¡tdy, was made by R.on Sandrus,

s€cmd€d by Skþ Smdeson- Iltoti@ cauid-

Oú€r Rerads: It was noted that ou¡ Chapter recently offered a $1000.00 reward for the conviction of
the person(s) responsible for illegally killing an eagle in Pennsylvania. Along those lines, it was reported ùat
an e-lk, the largesì antlered bull in lhe state, has been illegally killed, a¡rd the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation is

seeking donations towards a rewa¡d fund that has been established. A mti@ to døate $1m0.00 to srypøt
a ne,r"nd fq úe æest æd cmvlli<n of úe persæ(s) respos¡¡n fG ¡tlegarfy kr'ning an Ck in Pemsytvæia
and for rfti" rerud lo be cmside¡ed by indivltuat case or irrid¡rrr, r'as ¡ntde by Dennis Silcbridge,
sæded by Carl ltlorry. Moti@ drlrezrted'- It should be noted that, during the discussion, it was mentioned

that several elk have been illegally killed since the well known bull wa-s poached. It was also mentioned that

the possibility exists that more elk will be illegally killd in protest of the scheduled elk hunt. Moreover, the

tast time an elk hunt was proposed, the illegal killing of elk reached a point where the proposed elk hunt was

no longer feasible until nõw - 30 yerts later. It was also noted that no other conservation organization stepped

forwarã and offered a reward for the conviction of the person(s) who have illegally killed wild tr:rkeys at the

site of the PGC's resea¡ch project in Turkey Management A¡ea 78.

Pemsylvæia T¡¡llermist Associarln- A mtln to sposalbe PTA tairterny "*t"+ d úe Eadem
Sports Show by dø¡ing $25.OO to offsef the cost of üËr açad plaqpe fø the B€S Ttúey llfot¡trt was rn¡¡lp

by *;p s¡nd€qçür T"-ded by Reed Johsm- Il{otim ffi-

þa¡1syúgü It was reported that a comminee would be appointed at the April meeting to oversee the

Dart system program and to wótt wirtt Ma¡k Davis, who has indicated his willingness to continue scheduling

and tracking the use of the Dart System.

l.tWIT Norrteast Tuúey Biobgl* A 61¡lln to conÉt'l¡e $10,q)0.00 e 'h ys,¡ fu ftee yeæ in
sryportof úe l{WITlrIorúeaS wildtúey bioloeisw¡s madeby Dm Eectmæ, secmded by Stþ

ry M{*carld-
FOWA C;mferæe The POWA Confereîce will be held May 3, 4, and 5,200L.

Crecge V€ofsly L¡ssuit It was mentioned that the Pennsylvania Chapter may be named in a lawsuit

for our support of Governor Ridge's decision to ¡emove George Venesþ as a member of the PGC Boa¡d of
Commissioners.

GOOD OF TEE ORDER It was mentioned that "TTn Associate Editor Dan Sullivan wa.s having health
problerns and was not doing well. Boa¡d members were encouraged to give Dan a call or se'nd a letter of
e.ncouragement.

It was mentioned that Past Chapter kesident Fred Webster was placed in a home.

There being no further business to come before the Board, a di<n to adþ¡m úe diog was made by Rm
Sædnrs, 

"ecmded 
by Dm Shawtet. ùfoún ffi- The January 2001 meeting of the Pennsylvania Chapter

Board of Directors wa.s adjournú, at 4:L5 p.m., on Saturday, January L4,200I.

Respecúully submitted,

Richard E. Moroney, Secretary
Pennsylvania Chapter
National \ilild Turkey Federation
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